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THE  BIRTH,  THE  GROWTH  AND  GRANDEUR  OF  ALLEN  COUNTY 

Told  In  Its  Aboriginal  History,  In  Its  Wars,  In  Its 
Soldiers,  In  Its  Splendid  Development,  In  Its  Fore- 
most Citizens,  Its  Resources,  Its  Wealth,  Its 
Sturdy  Citizenship,  All  Culminating  In  The 
Greatest  Acheivemr-nt  of  a Century  or  Pro- 
gress  xhe  Dedication  of  Its  Magni- 

ficent New  Court  House. 
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At  what  time  the  foot  of  the  white  man  first  pressed  the  soil 
of  northeastern  Indiana  is  largely  a matter  of  conjecture.  What 
is  of  now  Fort  Wayne  was  for  many  years  the  principal  village  of 
the  Miamis,  the  most  intelligent  and  skillful,  and  one  of  the  most 
powerful  of  the  aboriginal  nations.  When  the  white  men  first 
came  they  found  the  spot  at  the  confluence  of  the  two  graceful 
rivers  to  be  the  gathering  place  of  the  nation,  and,  as  the  fur 
trade  opened  up  great  avenues  of  profit  to  tra.ders,  Kekionga  be- 
came a post  for  the  distribution  of  the  goods  that  the, pale  faces 
had  to  give  in  exchange  for  the  pelts  and  furs  the  red  men  could 
offer.  The  first  white  men  to  set  foot  on  the  territory  of  the 
Miamis  were,  without  a doubt,  the  French  missionaries  and  ex- 
plorers. With  the  earliest  settlement  of  New  France  adventurous 
men  began  to  carry  the  light  of  civilization  and  Christianity, 
to  the  wilderness  th»t  lay  to  the  west  and  southwest.  The 
spirit  of  adventure  attracted  many,  for  it. -'was  an  age  of  ex- 
ploration and  peering  into  the  unknown,  and  the  boundless  wilds 
offered  a fruitful  field  for  the  daring  spirits  who  came  from 
Europe  to  the  new  and  unknown  world.  Oth- rs  came  from  mercenary 
motives,  for  the  undeveloped  "continent  ooened  up  avenues  of 
commerce  hitherto  undreamed  of,  and  the  growing  trade  in  furs 
presented  an  abundant  harvest  for  the  merchant.  Others  there 
were,  like  La  Salle,  Frontenac  and  Chamolain,  who  were  actuated 
by  motives  of  patriotism,  and  sought,  by  penetrating  farther  and 
farther,  into  the  new  country,  to  extend  the  dominions  of  La 
Belle  France,  “nd  then  the  missionaries,  who,  burning  with 
zeal  for  their  Masters,  penetrarted  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
wilds,  calling  the  savave  mind  to  them  but  a vague  superstition. 
The  Jesuit  and  Franciscan  orders  sent  bands  of  devoted  men; 
even  in  advance  of  the  traders,  going  defenseless  and  unarmed 
into  the  midst  of  ohe  savages,  where  many  of  them  laid  down  thelx* 
lives.  La.  Salle  is  thought  to  have  passed  the  portage  between 
the  Wabash  and  Lake  Erie^  in  which  he  probably  embarked  on  the 
Maumee,  near  this  part  of  the  country,  In  his  voyage  down  the 
Ohio  he  is  thought  to  have  stopped  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash, 
and  proceeded  thence  back  to  Lake  Erie.  Guided  by  then  the 
Indians,  he  would  have  bepn  brought  to  Kekionga,  even  then  known 
as  the  central  point  in  the  Indian  nation  that  held  sway  aer  the 
reater  portion  of  the  northwest  territory.  Previous  to  his  voyage 
it  may  have  been  visited  by  the  traders  and  missionaries. 
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Champlain,  about  the  year  1811,  made  a series  of  voyages  up  tne 
Ottoway  to  Georgian  Bay,  and  Lakes  Huron  and  St.  Clair,  and,  as 
the  fearless  voyageurs  were  accustomed  to  send  small  parties  to 
explore  the  country  surrounding  the  lakes,  sometimes  for  great 
distance,  it  is  possible  that  tne  present  site  of  Fort  Wayne  may 
have  been  visited  at  that  early  day. 

The  first  stockade  was  probably  built  about  the  year  1670 
or  a year  thereafter.  However,  it  is  not  unlikely,  since  tne 
availability  of  the  spot  as  a strategic  place  would  easily  be 
known  to  the  French,  who  were  strengthening  their  new  territory 
rapidly.  That  this  section  had  been  visited  by  the  French  pre- 
vious to  that  time  is  certain,  since  at  a gathering  of  all  the 
northwestern  tribes  at  Sault  St.  Marie,  in  May,  1671,  to  treat 
with  the  French,  the  Miami s from  the  head  of  the  Maumee  were 
present.  Father  Allouez  is  known  to  have  visited  the  principal 
village  of  the  Miamis  about  the  year  1665. 

These  excerpts  from  available  records  and  histories  must 
show  beyond  a doubt  that  the  country  now  comprised  in  Allen 
county  was  visited  by  white  men  at  a very  early  date,  and  be- 
fore^he  English  colonies  on  the  eastern  coasts  had  begun  to 
assume  their  subsequent  importance.  Kekionga  is  supposed  to 
have  been  made  the  "Central  City”  of  the  Miamis  at  a period 
antedating  the  early  white  settlements  on  the  Atlantic  coasts. 
Certain  it  is  that  the  Indian  traditions  ehow  the  spot  to  have 
long  been  their  gathering  place,  where  they  lighted  '.heir 
gathering  place,  and  lighted  their  council  fires,  and  held 
their  pow  pows.  In  his  address  to  General  Wayne,  Little  Turtle 
spoke  of  the  charge  that  was  handed  down  to  him  from  his  fore- 
fathers, from  time  immemorial,  to  keep  the  lands  for  their  post- 
erity. 


In  the  early  days,  the  Miami  Confederacy,  composed  of  sev- 
eral of  the  most  powerful  tribes  in  what  is  now  Indiana,  were 
in  alliance  with  the  French,  and  warred  against  the  Iroquois, 
who  were  allies  of  the  English  in  New  York.  In  1748,  the 
English  in  New  York,  the  merchants  and  traders  secured  a limited 
trade  with  the  Miamis,  in  consequences  of  the  failure  of  the 
French  to  supoly  their  increasing  wants,  especially  of  those 
Indins  on  the  Ohio.  Thus  a favorable  influence  was  established, 
and  on  the  26d  of  July  of  the  same  year  a treaty  of  peace  was 
made  between  the  English  and  the  Miamis,  whereby  the  latter 
were  recognized  as  “good  friends  and  allies  of  the  English  nation, 
subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  entitled  to  the  privilege 
and  protection  of  the  English  laws."  This  treaty  was  signed  by 
three  representatives  of  the  Miamis,  the  principal  of  whom  was 
Aque-nacque,  father  of  Little  Turtle.  me  History  of  the  times 
is  a story  of  intrigue  and  conspiracy  for  the  friendship  of  the 
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Indian  tribes.  English  traders  and  soldiers  instigated  the  mur- 
der and  capture  of  French  merchants,  and  the  French  retaliated. 

A fort  had  been  built  by  the  French  at  this  point  about  the  year 
1670,  for  the  better  orotection  of  the  traders  and  the  mainten- 
ance of  order  among  the  savages.  This  military  post  was  the 
scene  of  many  exciting  episodes  in  the  wars  between  the  Indians 
and  their  various  allies  during  the  century  and  more  following. 

In  1747,  the  conspiracy  of  Nicholas,  chief  of  the  Hurons, 
former  allies  of  the  French,  threatened  to  destroy  the  influence 
and  power  of  the  french  in  the  northwest.  Influenced  by  the 
English,  Nicholas,  a powerful  man  among  his  oeoole,  success- 
ively brought  over  to  his  side  various  nations,  Including  the 
Miami s.  The  project,  fomented  by  the  English,  assumed  enormous 
proportions,  and  Nicholas  had  all  plans  ready  to  strike  a blow 
at  the  French  post  at  Detroit,  and  massacre  the  garrison.  The 
plot  was  discovered  by  the  premature  action  of  the  younger  braves, 
and  Detroit  was  saved.  The  Miamis,  however,  had  been  persuaded 
that  Detroit  had  already  fallen,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
August,  1747,  they  seized  and  partially  burned  the  fort,  without, 
however,  injuring  the  garrison,  composed  of  only  eight  men.  In 
the  Meantime,  t e false  promises  of  Nicholas  being  discovered, 
he  was  deserted  by  his  allies,  and  had  to  abandon  jis  conspiracy. 
April  7,  1748,  he  lift  his  towns  on  Sandusky  Bay,  destroyed  the 
village  and  fort,  and  started  with  his  band,  for  the  west,  settling 
on  White  r iver,  in  Indiana,  and  afferwards,  it  is  said,  removing 
to  the  country  of  the  Illinois.  The  fort  at  Miami  was  re-occupied 
by  the  rrendh,  under  Ensign  BuBuisson,  in  February,  1748,  and 
partially  rebuilt.  The  French,  at  this  time,  pursuant  to  an  order 
is-ued  by  La  Joncaire,  governor  of  New  France,  ordered  all  the 
English  traders  to  leave  the  country,  a demand  which  was  complied 
with.  This  country  was  the  scene  of  many  depredations  previous 
to  and  during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  before  the  close  of 
1761,  Fort  Miami,  with  Detroit,  Mackinac,  St.  Joseph,  Green  Bay 
and  other  French  posts,  passed  into  the  control  of  the  English, 
and  french  dominion  in  the  Ohio  cotmtry  was  forever  at  an  end. 

After  the  fall  of  the  French  power,  the  conspiracy  of 
Pontiac  claimed  the  attention  of  the  new  lords.  Pontiac,  chief 
of  the  Ottawas,  "Powerful  in  person,  cammanding  in  presence, 
resolute  to  and  extraordinary  degree,  possessed  of  a rare  gift 
of  eloquence,  sagacious  and  subtle  as  a beast  of  prey, " made  his 
first  appearance  as  a warrior  on  the  French  side  on  the  Plains 
of  Abraham,  near  Quebec,  where  Montcalm  died.  He  had  been  won 
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over  by  the  French,  whose  policy  with  the  Indians  was  one  of 
kindness,  and  he  chafed  under  the  galling  yoke  of  the  English. 
He  visited  all  the  tribes  in  the  northwest,  and  in  the  Ohio 
country,  and  formidable  uprising  occurred.  Mutterings  of  the 
impending  storm  were  rife,  and  Ensign  Holmes,  in  command  of  the 
English  garrison  at  Kekionga,  was  warned.  He  immediately  sum- 
moned a countcil  of  the  Miamis  and  laid  bare  the  murderous  de- 
sign. They  admitted  its  truth,  but  laid  the  blame  on  a more 
distand  tribe.  Ahe  first  blow  was  to  have  been  struck  at 
Detroit,  but  the  vigilance  of  the  garrison  prevented  the  con- 
summation of  the  scheme.  Other  posts,  however,  were  captured, 
Venango,  Sandusky,  Ouitenon,  Mlchilmackinac,  Presque  Isle,  and 
other  places  falling  into  the  hands  to  the  savages,  and  on  May 
27,  1763,  Fort  Miami,  or  Kekionga,  was  attacked. 

A Young  Indian  who  has  been  on  intimate  terms  with  Holmes 
was  sent  into  the  fort  to  come  out  to  visit  a sick  squaw,  in 
a lodge  beyond  the  palisade.  Holmes  went,  and  when  some  dis- 
tance from  the  gate  he  was  shot  down  from  ambush.  The  reports 
of  two  rifle  shots  startled  the  garrison,  and  a sergeant  in- 
cautiously ran  beyond  the  enclosure,  when  he  was  immediately 
pounced  upon  by  the  savages  and  made  captive.  The  soldiers 
in  the  fort  ran  to  the  palisades,  and  discovered  that  the 
fort  was  surrounded  on  all  sides.  Then  a Canadian,  named 
G-odfroi,  stepped  forward  from  among  the  Indians,  and  demanded 
the  surrender  of  the  post,  promising  the  soldiers  that  their 
lives  would  be  spared.  Resistance,  he  oromised  them,  would  be 
punished  with  massacre.  The  soldiers,  without  a leader,  and 
ignorant  of  events  at  Detroit,  surrendered.  With  the  surrender 
at  this  point,  Englihs  rule  is  this  section  was  again,  tem- 
porarily, at  an  end. 

The  English  had  built  a new  fort,  the  one  which  Holmes 
commanded,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  fr  m the  old 
French  stockade.  This  fort  was  found  to  be  in  a ruinous  con- 
dition, then,  in  the  summer  of  1765,  George  Croghan  visited 
Kekionga  in  the  interests  of  peace,  having  been  sent  to  the 
Ohio  tribes  by  Sir  William  Johnson.  A hard  winter  and  much 
hardship  and  suffering  had  broken  the  back  bone  of  Pontiac's 
rebellion,  and  the  tribes  submitted  again  to  the  English, 
Pontiac  himself,  who  had  been  quartered  on  the  Maumee,  a few 
miles  below  the  fort,  making  a treaty  of  allegiance  in  the 
spring  of  1766. 

During  the  w^r  of  the  revolution,  Gov.  Patrick  Henry  order- 
ed Lieutenant  Colonel  George  Rogers  Clark  into  the  northwest 
territory,  with  a force  of  men,  to  reduce  the  English  posts. 
Before  Clark  could  turn  his  attention  to  Kekionga,  La  Balme, 
a Frenchman  who  had  accompanied  Lafayette  to  America,  raised 
a small  force  at  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes,  and  led  it  against 
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the  Miami  village  in  the  fall  of  1780.  His  intention  was  to 
surprise  the  place,  and  then,  by  kindness  and  conciliation, 
win  the  Indians  over  to  the  American  cause.  He  came  upon  the 
village  unexpectedly , and  the  inhabitants  fled.  His  occupation 
of  the  village  was  not  of  long  duration;  unable  to  approach 
any  of  the  Inhabitants,  he  made  his  own  of  the  property  of  the 
houses,  and  then  left,  encamping  on  Aboite  clerk,  at  the  spot 
where  the  Wabash  railroad  crosses  the  line  of  the  old  canal. 

The  Indians,  learning  of  the  character  and  extent  of  La  Balme ' s 
forces,  were  disposed  to  let  the  attack  go  unnoticed,  but  two 
French  traders,  Beaublen  and  La  Fontaine,  nettled  by  the  plunder 
of  the  place,  incited  the  savages  to  an  attack.  During  the 
night  La  Balme 1 s camp,  on  ^boite  cceek,  was  attacked,  and  every 
man  in  the  expedition  was  massacred,  not  one  escaping  to  tell 
the  tale.  Beaubien  afterwards  married  the  mother  of  Chief 
Richardville.  La  Fontaine  was  the  father  of  Chief  La  Fontaine. 

LAST  INDIAN  WARS. 

After  the  revolution  the  Indians  showing  themselves  hostile 
to  the  new  government,  and  unwilling  to  be  won  over  by  con- 
ciliatory measures,  President  Washington  ordered  an  expedition, 
composed  of  regualr  troops  and  militia  from  Pennsylvania,  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky,  to  operate  against  the  savages. 

The  expedition  was  under  the  command  of  General  Harmar, 
and  proved  a miserable  failure,  several  engagement  taking 
place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Miami  village,  and  the  Indians 
proving  victorious  in  all  of  them.  One  body  of  men  was  at- 
tacked while  crossing  the  river,  it  is  thought  near  the  pre- 
sent foot  of  Harmer  street,  and  many  were  killed.  General 
bt.  Clair  was  sent  with  an  expedition  in  the  following  year, 

1791.  The  army,  composed  of  1,4000  men,  regualrs  and  militia, 
was  attacked  by  1,200  Indians,  under  Little  turtle.  Blue 
Jacket,  Buck-Ong-a-helas , and  other  chiefs  of  less  distinction, 
combined  with  a few  whites  under  the  notorious  renegade,  Si- 
mon Girty.  The  force  opposed  to  St.  Clair  was  composed  of 
Miamis,  Delawares,  Wyandots,  Kickapoos,  Pottawotonies,  Ottta- 
was,  Chippewa s and  kindred  tribes.  They  had  organized  for 
more  extensive  operations  against  the  military  power  of  the 
United  States,  and  were  almost  powerful  enough  to  counteract 
the  influence  of  the  American  government  in  the  territory 
north  of  the  Ohio.  In  this  they  were  aided  by  the  counsel  of 
Simon  Girty,  who  was  known  as  "a  white  savage, " and  emissaries 
of  the  British  government,  \tfho  furnished  them  with  arms,  am- 
munition, and  supplies. 
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General  St.  Clair  intended  to  surprise  the  Miami  village, 
Kekionga,  on  Nov.  4,  1791,  but  about  half  an  hour  before 
sunrise  the  savages  unexpectedly  attacked  the  camp,  throw- 
ing the  milktia  into  disorder  immediately.  i'he  regulars 
charged  the  savages,  but  were  unable  to  follow  up  the  advant- 
age gained,  and  artillery  proved  of  little  assistance  again- 
st the  alert  and  half  hidden  foes.  The  army  was  put  to  flight 
camp,  artillery,  and  stores  being  abandoned.  The  action  be- 
ing before  sunrise,  and  at  half  past  nine  the  army  began  a 
precipitate  retreat.  Thirty-nine  and  forty-two  men  were 
wounded.  The  Indian  loss  fell  below  150  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  defeat  occasioned  great  alarm,  and  checked  for  a time 
the  tide  of  immigration  towards  the  west.  The  government  took 
immediate  steps  to  raise  a force  large  enough  to  cope  with  the 
situation,  for  further  Indian  successes  might  mean  the  ulti- 
mate dominion  of  the  British  in  the  northwest.  A new  army  of 
5,120  non-commissioned  officers,  privates  and  musicians  was 
formed  and  called  the  Legion  of  the  United  States.  General 
St.  Clair  had,  after  his  disastrous  expedition,  resigned  his 
command,  and  General  Anthony  Wayne,  at  that  time  a resident  of 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  was  placed  in  command.  In  the  selection 
of  Wayne  no  mistake  had  been  made.  He  had  been  an  officer  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  his  daring  and  intrepid  gallantry', 
his  disregard  of  danger,  had  won  for  him  the  sobriquet  of 
"Mad  Anthony"  Wayne.  He  it  was  who  captured  Stony  Point  from 
the  British  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  without  firing  a 
single  shot.  It  was  he,  who,  when  asked  by  Washington  whether 
he  could  carry  a certain  post,  replied;  "General,  if  you  give 
the  work,  I'll  storm  the  gates  of  hell."  Wayne  knew  the 
Indians,  and  knew  their  methods  of  warfare.  He  organized  his 
army  with  particular  attention  to  material  and  character,  care- 
fully reviewed  the  situation  from  available  reports,  so  as  to 
make  a certainty  of  success.  In  the  meantime,  the  government 
made  ef  orts  to  win  the  Indians  over,  by  assuring  them  that 
the  Indians  the  idea  that  the  American  government  was  about  to 
take  away  their  lands,  without  compensation. 

General  Wilkinson,  in  command  at  Fort  Washington,  sent  two 
messengers,  Freeman  and  n'illiam  May,  who  were  murdered  mear 
Kekionga.  Afterwards  "ajor  Trueman  and  Colonel  Hardin  were 
delegated  to  convey  President  Washington's  "peace  talk"  to 
the  Indians,  and  both  were  killed  and  scalped,  together  with 
their  servants.  The  letters  and  documents  on  their  persons 
were  given  to  Alexander  McKee  and  Mr.  Elliot,  English  store 
keepers  on  the  Maumee,  who  sent  them  to  the  British  commander 
at  Detroit. 
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On  the  28th  of  July,  1794,  the  regualr  troops  under  his 
command  having  been  augmented  by  1,600  mounted  volunteers  from 
Kentucky,  under  the  command  of  Major  General  °cott,  Wayne  com- 
menced his  march  for  the  Maumee  river.  He  stopped  at  Fort 
Recovery,  and  then,  continuing  his  march,  established  a new 
post  on  the  St.  Maryfs  river,  twenty-four  miles  from  Fort  Re- 
covery, calling  it  Fort  Adams.  On  the  8th  of  August  he  arrived 
at  the  junction  of  the  Maumee  and  Auglaize.  He  found  the  post 
deserted,  the  enemy  having  left  towns  and  villages  on  the  night 
preceding  his  approach.  Here  he  built  a strong  stockade,  which 
he  called  Fort  Defiance.  Wayne  then  sent  messengers  to  the 
Mlamis,  Shawanoes,  and  Wyandots,  with  overtures  of  peace,  which 
were  met  evasively,  and  August  15  he  advanced  to  the  falls  of 
the  Maumee.  Five  days  later  he  met  the  Indians  and  their  allies, 
and  won  a signal  victory  almost  under  the  guns  of  the  British 
fort.  Wayne's  own  account  of  thin  battle  displays  his  headlong 
method  of  fighting.  He  divided  his  army  into  several  commands 
on  first  coming  under  fire,  his  intention  being  to  close  in  on 
the  cogert  of  Indians  from  several  direction-,  but  such  was  the 
impetuosity  of  the  charge  by  the  first  line  of  infantry,  under 
Wayne's  command,  that  the  enemy  was  in  full  flight  before  the 
auxiliaries  could  all  come  up,  so  that  some  of  the  commands 
were  deprived  of  the  honor  of  participating  in  the  fighting. 

The  enemy  had  2,000  men,  including  the  Canadian  auxiliaries,  • 
being  militia  and  irregulars,  while  the  troops  actually  engaged 
against  them  fell  short  of  nine  hundred. 

Wayne  remained  on  the  battle  field  three  days,  and  de- 
stroyed the  villages  and  corn  fields  of  the  Indians.  In  his 
report  to  the  war  department,  Wayne  grimly  refers  to  the  fact 
that  the  house  and  property  of  Colonel  McKee,  the  British  Indian 
agent  and  the  fomentor  of  much  of  the  difficulty,  were  given 
up  to  the  torch,  under  the  noses  of  the  British  garrison,  "who 
were  compelM  to  remain  tacit  spectators  to  this  general  de- 
struction and  conflagration."  The  army  laid  waste  the  corn 
fields  and  villages  on  both  sides  of  the  Maumee  for  a distance 
of  fifty  miles,  and  finally  fell  back  to  Fort  Defiance,  to 
await  the  supplies  from  Greenville.  At  this  time  the  Indians 
were  waiting  for  large  reinforcement  from  ( ) and  the 

tribes  further  north,  and  the  indomitable  spirit  of  Mad  Anthony 
Wayne  is  shown  in  his  reporting  this  to  the  department.  In 
reference  to  the  contemplated  augmentation  of  the  Indian  forces 
he  says:  "This  is  a business  rather  to  be  wished  for  than 
dreaded  while  the  army  remains  in  force.  Their  numbers  will 
only  confuse  the  savages,  and  the  victory  will  be  the  more 
complete  and  decisive,  and  may  eventually  insure  a permanent 
and"  happy  peace."  On  September  14,  Wayne  arrived  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Joseph  rivers.  The  fort  was 
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then  under  British  control,  end  commanded  by  Major  Campbell. 

That  officer  had  objected  to  Wayne's  occupying  an  offensive 
position  at  Fort  Defiance,  close  to  British  territory,  and  a 
short  correspondence  took  place  between  the  two  commanders. 

Wayne  was  not  a man  to  bandy  works,  and  he  soon  ended  the  matter 
by  ordering  the  Briton  to  vacate.  Campbell  hesitated,  Wayne's 
insisted,  and  the  British  officer  finally  gave  in  and  complied 
with  Wayne's  demand,  removing  his  troops,  and  the  fort  was 
Americanized. 

Wayne's  victory  effectually  broke  the  power  of  the  savages, 
and  also  relieved  the  northwest  from  the  machinations  of  the 
British  government  agents  for  a score  of  years.  Previous  to  the 
decisive  battle,  Chief  Little  Turtle  had  advised  his  people  to 
make  peace,  telling  them  that  the  whites  were  now  led  by  a 
"chief  who  never  slept."  They  disregarded  his  advice,  and 
lost  forever  the  power  they  had  wielded  so  long. 

FORT  WAYNE 

September  24  work  commenced  on  the  garrison,  and  pro- 
ceeded until  oct.  18,  just  a month  from  the  selection  of  the 
site.  On  the  preceding  day,  October  17,  Wayne  sent  a lengthy 
dispatch  to  the  war  department,  describing  the  fortification 
in  detail.  It  was  built  of  logs,  and  not  very  safe,  but  was 
on  a commanding  eminence,  covering  the  Maumee  for  half  a mile 
from  the  junction  of  the  rivers,  and  also  commanding  the  mouths 
of  the  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Mary's.  On  the  morning  of  October 
22,  1794,  the  fort  was  dedicated  to  the  god  of  ifar,  with  the 
usual  ceremonies.  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Hamtrach  was  placed  in 
command,  and  the  officers  in  charge  were  Captains  Kingsbury, 
G-reaton,  Sparks,  ^eed,  Preston,  and  Porter,  the  latter  in  charge 
of  the  artillery.  A final  salute  of  fifteen  rounds  of  art- 
illery. A final  salute  of  fifteen  rounds  of  artillery  was 
then  fired,  and  the  stars  and  stripes  flung  to  the  breeze, 
floating  over  the  ramparts,  defiance  to  foes,  whether  savage 
or  white,  and  offering  protection  to  all  beneath  its  glorious 
folds.  And  the  post  was  called  FORT  W-AYNE. 

SUBSEQUENT  HISTORY 

The  size  and  strength  of  this  fort  proving  insufficient, 
it  was  torn  down  in  1804,  and  another,  larger,  and  better 
adapted  to  the  purposes,  and  built  on  nearly  the  same  site. 

In  1815,  when  Major  Whistler  was  in  command,  this  fort  was 
also  pulled  down,  and  a nexf  one  reared  in  its  place,  more 
substantial  and  better  calculated  to  protect  its  inmates. 

It  was  finally  abandoned  in  1819. 
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At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  1812,  the  British  agents 
in  the  northwest  began  to  incite  the  Indians,  through  their 
alley,  Tecumseh,  to  war  against  the  Americans.  Tecumseh  had 
failed  to  organize  an  Indian  confederacy,  owing  to  the  refusal 
of  the  Miamis  and  others  to  join  him,  but  was  active  among 
those  who  adhered  to  him.  During  the  early  months  of  the  war, 
the  British  and  Indians  formed  a plan,  by  which  the  savages 
were  to  beseige  the  Americcn  forts  and  prevent  the  escape  of 
the  garrisons,  until  such  time  as  artillery  cound  be  brought 
to  reduce  the  fortifications,  when  the  soldiers  would  be  given 
over  to  massacre.  A few  days  after  the  massacre  of  the  Chicago 
garrison,  and  Indian  trader,  of  French  extraction,  named  An- 
toine Boudie,  was  informed  of  the  plan  to  massacre  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Wayne,  his  inormant,  Metea,  chief  of  the  hostile  Pot- 
tawatomies,  telling  him  to  be  ready  to  leave  at  a certain  date. 
Boudie  informed  Charles  Peltier  of  the  plot,  and  the  two  went 
and  laid  the  facts  before  Major  Stickney,  the  Indian  agent. 
Captain  rihea,  in  command  of  the  fort,  refused  to  credit  the 
report,  and  Major  Stickney  sent  messengers  to  Governor  Harrison, 
Governor  Meigs,  and  the  commander  at  Fort  Harrison,  asking  for 
aid.  Active  preparations  for  defense  were  immediately  commenced 
and  not  a moment  too  soon,  for  scarcely  had  the  messengers  left 
when  the  fort  was  invested.  The  savages  drew  their  guard 
around  t e fort  so  as  to  cut  off  all  communications  with  the 
world  outside. 

Captain  Rhea  was  a dieted  to  liquor,  and  incapable  of 
command,  and  on  the  night  of  August  28,  Stephen  Johnston,  clerk 
in  the  government  store,  with  Peter  Oliver  and  John  Mangen, 
left  the  fort,  going  to  hasten  on  the  troops  which  thc  y ant- 
icipated were  already  on  the  way  to  the  relief  of  the  fort, 

At  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Lewis  and  Francis  streets  they 
were  attacked  by  some  prowing  - savages,  and  Johnston  was  shot 
dead  and  scalped.  His  companions  escaped  and  got  back  to  the 
fort.  General  Harrison,  in  the  meantime,  having  learned  of 
the  situation,  dispatched  troops  to  the  relief  of  the  fort, 
by  forced  marches.  Seven  hundded  citizens  of  Ohio  volunteered, 
lnsollcited,  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  the  beleaguered 
garrison,  and  the  relief  army  was  2,000  strong.  General  Har- 
rison was  kept  informed,  by  messengers,  of  the  situation,  and 
learned  that  a force  of  British  and  Indians  was  coming  from 
Fort  Malden  to  make  short  work  of  the  defense.  The  army  ar- 
rived at  the  fort  early  in  the  morning  of  September  11,  and 
was  received  with  demonstration  of  great  joy  by  the  garrison. 
That  w s the  last  concerted  attempt  of  the  Indians  to  take 
the  fort,  and  no  more  trouble  occurred  in  this  vicinity. 
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ORGANIZATION 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1823,  the  legislature  passed  "An 
act  for  the  formation  of  a new  county  out  of  the  counties  of 
Randolph  and  Delware,  to  be  included  within  the  following 
limits:  Beginning  at  a point  on  the  line  dividing  this  state  and 
the  state  of  Ohio,  where  the  township  line  dividing  townships 
twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine,  north,  intersects  the  same;  thence 
west,  to  the  line  dividing  ten  and  eleven,  east;  thence  south 
to  the  line  divingtownships  twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine,  north; 
thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning."  Which  new  county,  at 
the  suggestion  of  den.  John  '^ipton,  the  leading  spirit  in  the 
movement  toward  organization,  was,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  April,  1824,  to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  name  of  Allen, 
in  memory  of  Col.  John  Allen,  of  Kentucky,  who  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  River  Rasin,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1813. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  act,  ^ot  Bloomfield  and  Caleb 
Lewis,  of  ^ayne  county,  "biathar  Hathaway,  of  Fayette  county, 
William  Connor,  of  Hamilton  county,  and  James  M.  Ray,  of  Marion 
county,  were  appointed  commissioners  to  determine  and  locate 
the  seat  of  justice  for  said  new  county.  Said  section  provided 
further  that  said  commissioners  should  convene  at  the  house  of 
Alexander  Ewing,  therein,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May,  there- 
after, and  proceed  immediately  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the 
act  "for  carrying  the"  laws  into  effect  in  new  counties,"  William 
Hendricks,  Governor  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  by  commission  dated 
April  2,  1824,  appointed  Allen  Hamilton  sheriff  of  Alien  county, 
"until  the  next  general  election,  and  unsil  his  successor  shall 
be  appointed  and  qualified — should  be  so  long  behave  well. " 
Under"  this  appointment,  and  in  compliance  with  a further  pro- 
vision of  said  section,  Mr.  Hamilton,  as  such  sheriff  gave 
notice  to  the  qualified  voters  of  Allen  county,  authorizing 
and  directing  them  to  hold  and  election  on  the  22d  day  of  May, 
1824,  "for  the  purpose  of  electing  two  associate  judges  of  the 
circuit  court,  one  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  one  recorder 
and  thr:e  commissioners  of  the  county.1 

The  election  was  held  accordingly,  and  the  following 
persons  were  chosen  to  fill  the  offices  designated:  Samuel 
Hanna  and  ^enjarain  Cusbman  associate  judges,  Anthony  L. 

Davis,  Clerk  and  recorder:  William  ROckhlll,  commissioner 
for  a term  of  three  years,  from  the  22nd  day  of  May,  1824; 
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James  Wyman,  for  two  years,  and  Francis  Comman,  for  one  year 
from  said  date.  Subparet  for  one  year  from  said  date.  Sub- 
sequently, the  election  of  Mr#  CUshman,  as  one  of  the  associate 
judges,  was  contested,  unsuccessfully,  by  Alexander  Ewing,  and 
the  election  of  James  Wyman  and  Francis  Comparet,  as  county 
commissioners,  was  also  contested  by  Marshall  K.  Taylor  with 
like  result. 

Having  been  notidied  by  the  sheriff  of  Randolph  county  of 
their  appointment,  as  by  said  act  prescribed,  said  commissioners 
met  at  the  house  of  Alexander  Ewing,  on  the  fourth  Monday,  being 
the  24th  day  of  May,  1824,  and,  being  first  duly  sworn,  entered 
at  once  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Among  the  pro- 
positions presented  for  their  consideration  in  the  premises, 
was  one  by  Messrs.  John  McCorkle  and  John  x.  Barr,  in  which  they 
as  the  proprietors  or  the  town  of  Fort  Wayne,  agreed  to  pay  to 
Allen  county  $500  cash,  and  to  appropriate,  in  consideration  of 
the  location,  by  said  commissioners,  of  the  seat  of  justice  at 
the  town,  the  following  lands  and  lots,  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions stated,  to-wit:  "All  of  that  ablong  square  or  piece  of 
ground  situated  and  being  in  the  town  of  Fort  Wayne,  aforesaid, 
and  stained  red  on  the  plat  of  said  town,  as  recorded  in  the 
recorder's  office  in  Randolph  county,  in  said  state,  which  is 
granted  as  a public  square,  whereon  public  buildings  for  said 
county  are  to  be  erected,  and  bounded  by  Main,  Court,  Berry  and 
Calhoun  streets;  also  a lot,  or  piece  of  ground  four  rods  square, 
laid  out  at  right  angles,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  plat 
of  Fort  Wayne,  west  of  and  adjoining  said  plat,  which  is  donated 
and  granted  for  a church  and  public  burying  ground,  to  be  occu- 
pied by  no  particular  denomination,  but  free  to  all — except  so 
much  of  such  lot  as  may  be  necessary  for  such  lot  as  may  be 
necessary  for  such  church, which  may  be  occupied  by  the  first 
church  of  professing  Christians  in  said  county,  who  may  erect 
thereon  a house  of  worship  of  convenient  size,  of  suitable 
materials;  also  a.  lot  of  land,  of  the  same  size  as  the  regular 
lots  in  said  town,  to  be  laid  off  east  and  adjoining  the  lots 
of  the  land  last  above  mentioned,  as  a place  whereon  to  erect 
a seminary  of  learning;  also,  lots  numbered  8,  9,  101,  102, 

105,  and  the  lots  on  and  along  the  south  side  of  said  plat,  to 
be  laid  off  immediately  opposite  the  tier  of  lots  on  the  first 
recorede  plat  of  said  town  (opposite  to  104  and  118),  which 
are  to  be  divided  from  said  last  tier  by  an  alley,  and,  in 
size  and  otherwise,  to  conform  to  the  plat  of  the  town  lots 
numbered  from  92  to  100,  inclusive  of  each." 
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'^he  proposition  was  accepted,  and  Fort  Wayne  became  the 
seat  of  justice  of  Allen  county,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  appertaining  thereto,  -and  a deed  was  subsequently 
executed  by  the  proprietors  to  John  Tipton,  the  county  agent, 
conveying  the  said  property  to  him  for  the  use  of  the  county, 
as  contemplated  in  the  proposed  donation. 

On  Wednesday  following,  the  26th  day  of  May,  1824,  being 
the  Wednesday  succeeding  the  forth  Monday  in  May,  at  the  hour 
of  12  o'clock  m. , "the  board  of  conty  commissioners,  of  Alien 
county,  met  in  pursuance  to  the  provisions  of  a special  act  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  entitled  "An  act 
for  fixing  the  seats  of  justice  of  all  new  counties  hereafter 
to  be  laid  off" — passed  and  approved  January  2,  1818 — at  the 
house  of  Alexander  Ewing,  in  Fort  Wayne. 

"William  Rockhill,  esq.,  produced  a certificate  from  Allen 
county,  stating  that  he  the  said  William  Rockhill,  was  duly 
elected  a county  commissioner  of  Allen  county  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  o n which  certificate  thcre  was  indorsed  that  he 
had  taken  the  necessary  oaths  of  office. 

"James  Wyinan,  esq.,  also  produced  a certificate  from  Allen 
Hamilton,  sheriff,  as  aforesaid,  stating  that  he,  the  said  James 
Wyman,  was  fuly  elected  a commissioner  of  Allen  county  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  the  said  22nd  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1824. 

"Thereupon  the  said  commissioners  took  their  seats, " and 
proceeded  to  the  disposition  of  the  business  before  them. 

The  board  then  "ordered  that  Joseph  Holman  be  appointed 
treasurer  for  the  session  of  Alien  county  until  the  next  Feb- 
uary  session  Of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  said 
county,  and  is  required  to  give  bond,  with  two  good,  sufficient 
free-hold  securities,  in  the  penal  sura  of  |1,000.» 

"The  court  adjourned  until  to-norrow,  to  meet  in  Fort 
Wayne  at  1 o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

WILLIAM  ROCKHILL. 

"Attest:  JAS.  WYMAN 

"A.  L.  DAVIS,  Clerk." 

The  first  regualr  session  of  the  board  commenced  on  the 
following  Monday,  May  31,  at  the  house  of  Alexander  Ewing, 
situated  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Barr  and  Columbia  streets, 
since  known  as  "Washington  Hall."  As  the  chief  business  of 
the  session  the  following  is  noted,  because  of  its  reference 
to  the  working  machinery  of  the  new  county.  The  following 
appointments  were  made:  Hugh  B.  McKeen  lister  of  taxable  pro- 
erty;  Lambert  Cushovls,  constable;  Hobert  Hars,  inspector  of 
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elections;  William  N.  Hood, inspector  of  flour,  beef  and  pork 
for  the  township  of  Wayne;  Samuel  Hanna,  road  supervisor  for 
the  township  of  Wayne;  John  Savis  and  Alexander  Coquillard, 
overseers  of  the  poor  in  Wayne  township. 

"Ordered,  That  the  county  of  Allen  be  constituted  of  one 
township,  and  called  the  township  of  Wayne." 

The  board  also  ordered  that  the  sheriff  "advertise  and 
election,  t.o  be  held  at  the  house  of  Alexander  Ewing,  if  per- 
mitted; if  not,  at  some  other  suitable  place  in  the  township 
of  *"ayne,  for  the  election  of  three  justices  of  the  peace,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  August  next."  1'hey  also  selected  thirty- 
six  names  from  which  to  choose  a grand  jury,  and  forty-eight 
names  from  which  to  choose  a petit  jury  for  the  circuit  court. 

FIRST  TAVERN  RA1 

The  rates  were  as  follows: 

For  dinner,  breakfast  and  supper  each 
For  keeping  horses,  night  and  day  ... 

For  lodging  per  night  

For  whiskey,  per  night  

*'or  brandy,  per  half  pint  

For  gin,  per  half  pint  

For  porter,  per  bottle  

For  cider,  per  quart  

FIRST  LEVY  FOR  COUNTY 

At  the  same  session,  the  board  fixed  the  following  rates 
of  assessments  on  personal  property,  for  county  purposes,  for 
the  year  1824,  to-wit: 

un  every  male  person  over  the  age  of  tx^enty-one  years. 


4^4*«**»  ....................................  ...........  $ O 

On  every  horse,  gelding,  mare  or  mile,  three  years  old  and 

upward,  each  37 

On  every  work  ox,  three  years  old  and  upward  13 

On  every  stud  horse  the  rate  at  which  he  stands  per  season 

On  every  gold  watch 1.00 

On  every  silver  watch  25 

On  every  pinchbeck  watch  25 

On  every  pleasure  carriage,  four  wheels 1.50 

On  every  pleasure  carriage,  two  wheels 1.00 


In  this,  the  first  vehicle  tax  law,  ohere  is  no  mention 
of  bicycles. 

In  those  early  days  there  was  not  the  strife  for  political 
preferment  in  the  county  which  marks  a campaign  in  modern  Allen. 
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Neither  were  the  same  perquisites  attached  to  the  offices  then 
that  officers  now  enjoy.  For  instance  genial  Sheriff  Melching, 
and  other  officers  would  not  likely  be  candidates  for  re-election 
were  they  obliged  to  render  bills  such  as  the  following,  which 
was  rendered  to  County  Treasuer  W.  G-.  Ewing,  in  1825. 


To  Allen  Hamilton,  sheriff,  for  six  months'  service,  ending 

April  9,  1825,  the  sum  of  $20.00 

To  Anthony  L.  Davis,  for  services  as  clerk  of  the  board  of 
Justices  and  of  the  circuit  court  for  one  year  ending  June 
50,  1825 £45.00 

Neither  was  the  competion  for  doing  the  public  printing  as 
spirited  as  it  now  is.  The  first  legal  notice  was  ordered 
printed  in  the  *‘ort  Wayne  Sentinel,  Jamuary  6,  1834, and  in 
March,  1841,  G.  W.  Wood  offered  to  do  all  the  county  printing 
for  one  year  for '$9.50. 


Prior  to  the  first  Monday  in  September,  1824,  the  county 
business  was  transacted  by  the  board  of  commissioners.  From 
and  after  that  date,  the  law  was  superseded  by  an  act  pro- 
viding for  the  establishment,  by  election,  of  a "county  board 
of  justices"  to  conduct  the  public  affairs.  The  former  law 
being  still  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  county  organization, 
the  commissioners  make  provisions  for  the  election  of  the 
"board  of  justices."  The  election  was  held  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  August,  1824,  and  Alexander  Ewing,  William  N.  Hood  and 
William  Rockhill  were  elected  justices  of  the  peace  for  Wayne 
township,  which  embraced  the  whole  of  Allen  County.  Ahe  first 
meeting  was  held  October  22,  following,  at  the  house  of  Alex- 
ander Ewing,  the  place  designated  for  holding  court.  The  board 
of  justices  was  clothed  with  the  same  power  as  the  commissioners, 
and  the  duties  were  identical.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the 
board  was  to  receive  the  report  of  Benjamin  B.  Kercheval  and 
Samuel  Hanna,  commissioners,  to  "survey  and  locate  the  Win- 
chester road"  running  nearly  south  from  Fort  Wayne,  which  was, 
therefore,  the  first  road  located  in  the  county.  At  the  Jan- 
uary, 1895,  session  of  the  board  the  county  treasurer,  Joseph 
Holman,  presented  the  first  statement  of  the  county  finances, 
which  gave  the  following  ag  reggates: 

Total  receipts  from  organization $ 43? 

Total  disbursements  for  same  period 406  40 

Balance  on  hand  o 31  58-5 


98-! 


At  this  session  the  board  provided  for  the  creation  of 
a new  toi\rnship,  to  be  known  as  Adams  township.  William  G. 
Ewing  was  appointed  treasurer  for  one  year,  to  succeed  Mr. 
Holman,  and  his  first  report,  rendered  in  January,  1826,  for 


the  year,  was  as  follows: 

Total  amount  of  receipts  for  1825  I 283  3li 

Total  disbursements  21  41 

260  90 


Balance  in  Treasury 
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M At  the  November  session,  1829,  the  board  ordered  that 
t.he  rate  of  license  for  keeping  a ferry  a cress  the  St.  Gary's 
river,  in  Anen  county,  be  $1  per  year.  "The  rates  of  toll 
were  as  follows: 


For  Footman,  each $ 6-| 

For  a man  and  horse  12^ 

For  each  head  of  Horses  and  cattle  6 i 

For  each  head  of  hogs  and  sheep  3 

For  oxen  25 

For  wagon  and  two  or  more  horses  50 


In  1829,  the  law  providing  for  "boards  of  justices"  was 
repealed,  and  a new  act,  constituting  a Nathan  Coleman,  William 
Caswell  and  James  Holman,  was  chosen  at  a special  election,  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1831,  the  county  agent,  Francis  Comparet, 
was  directed  "to  cause  the  cutting  off  of  the  brush  and  stumps 
from  public  square  to  be  let  to  the  lowest  bidder  at  public  sale, 
and  certify  the  amount  to  the  boarri,  who  will  allow  the  amount 
of  the  person  doing  the  work,  the  same  to  be  done  immediately. " 

By  the  provisions  of  the  law  approved  January  2n,  1824, 

Allen  county  was  placed  in  the  Fifth  judicial  circuit,  of  which 
William  W.  Wick  was  Judge.  He  resigned,  and  the  Hon.  Bethuel 
F.  Morris  was  commission  bearing  date  of  January  9,  1825.  The 
first  term  of  the  circuit  court  was  held  at  the  residence  of 
Alexander  Ewing,  commencing  on  Monday,  August  9,  1824,  and,  in 
the  absence  of  the  presiding  judge,  court  was  held  by  Samuel 
Hanna  and  Benjamin  Cushman.  The  proceedings  of  the  court  show 
that  Allen  Hamilton  produced  and  filed  his  commission  as  sheriff, 
Charles  W.  Ewing  was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney.  William 
G-.  Ewing  was  admitted  and  sworn  as  as  an  attorney,  and  Alex- 
ander Ewing  was  licensed  to  keep  a tavern  in  the  town  of  *'ort 
Wayne. 

The  probate  court  of  -“-lien  county  was  formed  in  the  fall 
of  1825,  the  Hob.  Samfiiel  Hanna  and  Benjamin  Cushman  being  com- 
missioned "associate  judges  of  all  the  Allen  county  circuit 
court,  and  sole  judges  of  the  probate  court."  i'his  court  was 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  civil  business  alone,  and  the 
settlement  of  decedent's  estates,  the  protection  of  minors, 
orphans,  lunatics,  etc.  i'he  court  was  abolished  in  1853, 
and  the  jurisdiction  transferred  to  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
upon  the  taking  effect  of  the  new  cons titution,  in  1852.  Nelso 
McLain  was  the  last  probate  judge. 
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The  Hon.  James  W.  Borden  was  the  first  judge  of  the  common 
please  court,  his  term  commencing  November  3,  1853.  The  juris- 
diction of  this  court  was  concurrent  with  that  of  the  circuit 
court,  within  prescribed  limits,  and  had  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  probate  matters.  The  sheriff  and  clerk  were  also  officers 
of  the  common  pleas  court.  Judge  Borden  was  succeeded  by  J. 
Brackenridge , who  held  until  the  court  was  abolished  in  1873. 
Since  that  time  the  circuit  court  has  had  probate  jurisdiction. 

By  legislative  enactment,  a criminal  court  was  established 
in  1867,  having  heneral  criminal  jurisdiction  in  Alien  county. 

The  Hon.  James  A.  Fay  was  appointed  judge,  and  R.  A.  Taylor  pros- 
ecuting attorney. 

i'he  superior  court  was  organized  under  legislative  enact- 
ment in  1877.  The  Hon.  Robert  Lowry  was  the  first  judge  of  the 
court . 

By  the  provision  of  congress,  in  1878  a branch  of  the 
United  States  District  court,  for  the  district  of  Indiana,  was 
organized  in  Allen  county,  and  Judge  W.  Q.  '^resham  presided  at 
the  first  session.  A United  States  commissioners'  court  was 
also  established  in  1879. 


THE  CANAL 

The  project  of  building  a canal  to  connect  Lake  Erie  with 
the  Wabash  river  may  have  occurred  to  General  Wayne.  At  least 
he  expressed  himself  as  much  impressed  with  £ort  Wayne,  as  a 
commercial,  as  x^rell  as  &,  military,  center  of  Importance.  Me 
urged,  in  his  paners,  the  ease  of  communication  by  water  between 
the  Maumee  and  the  Wabash,  by  way  of  * ort  Wayne.  In  1813,  °apt. 
James  Riley,  a deputy  United  States  surveyor,  visited  Fort  Wayne 
and  communicated  his  opinion  regarding  the  practicability  of  a 
canal  to  the  Hon.  Edward  Tiffin,  surveyor-general,  and,  through 
the  latter,  congress,  in  1823,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the 
state  of  Indiana  to  survey  and  mark  the  route  of  a canal  by 
which  to  connect  the  navigation  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  rivers 
Maumee  and  Wabash.  This  proposition  was  accepted  by  the  state 
in  1828,  and  the  legislature  appointed  a board  of  commissioners 
to  have  charge  of  the  work.  The  commissioners  were  Samuel 
Hanna,  F0rt  Wayne;  David  Burr,  of  Jackson  county,  and  Lobert 
John, * of  Franklin  county.  Judge  Hanna  served  three  years, 
having  entered  with  great  vigor  into  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

A orelimina ry  survey  of  the  route  was  made  in  1826,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  James  Schriver.  The  preliminary  work  went  forward. 
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with  many  discouragements  and  difficulties,  and  the  commission- 
ers chose  Washington's  birthday,  1832,  as  a date  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work.  There  was  a large  concourse  of  citizens, 
north  of  the  St.  Mary(s  river,  in  accordance  with  a resolution 
passed  at  a meeting  in  Masonic  hall,  at  which  Henry  Rudisill 
presided,  and  David  Colerick  acted  as  secretary,  making  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  the  occasion  of  a celebration,  "t  the 
place  where  the  work  was  to  begin,  Charles  W.  Ewing  delivered 
an  adddess,  and  J.  vigue,  one  of  the  canal  commissioners,  struck 
the  first  shovel  into  the  ground.  Judge  Hanna  and  Captain  Murray 
nect  approached,  and  excavated  the  earth,  after  which  everybody 
took  a hand,  °nd  helped  to  formally  inaugurate  the  great  work. 

That  portion  of  the  canal  between  Fort  Wayne  and  the  mouth 
of  Little  river  was  first  completed,  and  the  First  boats  went 
through  on  July  4,  1835.  The  eVent  was  m^de  the  occasion  of  a 
jubilee,  and  a canal  boat,  loaded  with  people,  went  to  Hunting- 
ton,  enjoying  themselves  in  divers  ways.  Hugh  McCulloch,  esq., 
delivered  the  oration  of  the  day.  Another  celebration  was  held 
on  the  date  of  the  completion  of  the  canal  from  Toledo  to  a 
point  on  the  Wabash  rive  , below  Lafayette.  On  this  date,  July 
4,  1843,  the  oration  was  delivered  by  ^en.  Lewis  Cass.  The 
canal  was  the  great  avenue  of  commerce  in  the  borthwest  until 
the  railroads  superseded  it. 

FERRIES  AND  FERRY  BOATS 

In  the  early  days  of  the  county  bridges  were  known,  and 
the  only  mode  of  crossing  the  streams  was  by  fording  or  by  canoe. 
As  the  population  grew,  and  travel  became  greater,  ferries  were 
established  at  various  points  along  the  rivers  and  streams. 
Afterwards  the  ferry  business  was  regulated  by  law,  and  the 
first  ferry  legally  established  in  this  county  was  in  January, 
1831,  when  the  commissioners  allowed  license  to  Zenas  Herring 
to  conduct  a ferry  across  the  St.  Mary's  river. 

PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS 

The  first  roads  in  the  county  were  the  "traces"  adopted 
by  the  Indians  from  constant  usage  between  notable  points. 

The  village  of  Kekionga,  being  a central  point,  was  approached 
by  several  traces,  the  principal  being  from  Fort  Recovery,  0., 
running  southeast  through  Wayne,  Adams,  and  Marion  townships, 
then,  as  now,  known  as  Wayne  trace.  The  first  road  led  out  of 
the  town  north  on  Calhoun  street,  by  a toll  bridge  across  the 
St.  Mary's  river.  Near  the  present  site  of  the  pumping  station 
the  road  divided.  The  Goshen  and  Mon  oquinong  roads  were  opened 
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In  1843,  vijOOO  having  been  subscribed  by  the  citizens  of  Fort 
Wayne.  At  this  time,  also  the  Bluff ton  and  Yellow  river  roads 
were  opened,  and  pat  in  a tolerably  passable  condition. 

September,  2,  1843,  a meeting  was  held  at  the  American  house 
at  which  committees  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  citizens 
of  surrounding  counties,  to  induce  them  to  act  Jointly  in  sol- 
iciting subscriptions  for  funds  to  improve  the  roads  leading  f 
from  their  respective  counties  to  Fort  Wayne.  °amjiel  Hanna  was 
chairman,  and  S.  C.  Newton  secretary  of  the  committees.  rhe 
other  counties  acted  promptly,  and  from  this  respect  time  dated 
the  era  of  road  improvement.  And  there  were  no  wheelmen  or  good 
roads  association,  or  L.  A.  W.  in  those  days,  either. 

In  the  spring  of  1848  the  Fort  Wayne  and  Lima  Plank  Road 
company  was  organized,  with  Samuel  Hanna  as  president,  and  0.  W. 
Jefferds  as  secretary.  Next  was  the  Fort  Wayne  and  Bluffton 
.Plank  -^oad  comoany,  organized  in  1851,  of  which  company  Thomas 
Swinney  wag  president,  and  P.  P.  Bailey  secretary.  The  New 
Haven  and  Graftd  -ike  comoany  was  organized  in  1867.  kiisha  W. 
G-reen  was  president,  Bernard  Schucker  secretary,  and  Henry  Burges 
treasurer.  the  last  chapter  in  the  history  of  public  highways 
is  the  action  of  the  present  commissioners,  in  buying  the  toll 
roads,  and  it  is  of  too  recent  occurrence  to  require  mention 
here. 

RAILROADS 

In  1851,  the  subject  of  railroads  was  attracting  general 
attention,  and  amounted  almost  to  a mania  in  Indiana,  the  pion- 
eers realizing,  with  farseeing  shrewdness,  that  this  state  was 
to  be  one  of  the  foremost  points  of  distribution  and  exchange 
between  the  east  and  west.  In  that  year  and  election  was  held 
to  decide  whether  the  county  commissioners  should  subscribe  for 
stock  in  the  Obio  and  Indiana  (P.  F.  W.  & C.),  and  every  town- 
ship except  Milan,  Maumee  and  Scipio  voted  the  in  favor  of  the 
proposition.  The  totla  vote  was  1,647  for  the  subscriptions,  and 
334  against  it.  June  6,  of  the  same  year,  the  board  subscribed 
$100, )00  towards  the  capital  stock  of  the  railroad.  nobert  S. 
Fleming  was  a pointed  a special  agent,  to  act  for  the  county  at 
the  stockholders'  meetings.  He  was  succeeded  two  years  later  by 
Pliny  Hoagland.  In  1855,  Franklin  P.  Rarldall  succeeded  Mr. 
H'agland,  and  he  was  instructed  to  vote,  in  1861,  for  the  re- 
organization of  the  road,  and  consolidation  with  the  Pittsburg, 
Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago.  The  stock  was  sold  in  1863  to  Samuel 
Hanna.  The  opening  of  the  railroads,  of  course,  was  the  turning 
point  in  the  history  of  the  county,  and  the  construction  of  the^ 
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Fort  Wayne  road  was,  perhaps,  an  event  of  as  much  importance,  al- 
most, as  the  victory  of  Wayne  over  the  savage  children  of  the  for- 
est* Since  the  first  locomotive  steamed  into  Fort  Wayne,  six 
other  railroads  have  pierced  Allen  county,  and  the  county  seat 
is  the  center  of  lines  that  radiate  in  every  direction,  arteries 
of  commerce  and  communication  that  have  added  to  her  wealth  and 
importance  a thousand  fold. 

MILITARY  HISTORY 

Ever  foremost  in  the  progress  and  advancement  of  the  era  of 
peace,  Allen  county  sent  her  sons  to  do  battle  at  the  call  of  the 
country.  Allen  county's  early  history  is  a lesson  in  patriotism 
to  him  who  reads,  and  it  was  much  more  so  to  those  who  lived  under 
the  shadow  of  the  old  fort  the  spectacle  at  all  times  being  the 
proud  folds  of  old  glory,  waving  from  the  tall  staff  over  the 
stockade,  a sight  pregnant  with  the  news  of  the  nation's  safety 
to  all.  The  patriotic  spirit  did  not  die  'dien  the  military  gar- 
rison was  removed  and  busy  commerce  took  the  place  of  the  drill, 
and  sdream  of  whistle  became  the  familiar  sound,  instead  of  the 
morning  reveille  or  the  evening  drum  beat,  ^o,  when  the  war  with 
Mexico  broke  out,  the  president's  call  for  volunteers  met  with  a 
quick  response,  and  in  a few  days  two  companies  were  raised. 

The  companies  were  mustered  in  June  30,  1846,  and  discharged  a 
year  later,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  they  had  vol- 
unteered. They  came  home  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  and  were  received 
with  demonstrations  of  welcome  by  the  citizens.  Captains  David 
W.  Lewis  and  John  MCClain  commanded  the  companies.  In  1847,  on 
the  president's  second  call  for  troops,  Captain  Lewis  mustered 
into  service  almost  immediately,  and  sent  to  the  front,  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  people  of  Allen  county  were  deeply  interested  in  the 
political  questions  that  led  to  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and 
questions  of  state  rights,  slavery,  and  other  issues  of  the 
times,  were  debated  with  more  or  lees  warmth.  On  these  questions, 
naturally,  the  people  were  divided,  but  with  the  booming  of  the 
rebel  shot  on  Fort  Sumter  opinions  were  largely  one  way.  The 
sentimnt  of  the  people  of  Allen  county  was  for  thispreservation 
of  the  union,  and  hundreds,  thousands,  were  ready  to  do  battle 
for  this  great  object.  With  the  first  call  of  the  president 
for  trooos,  consequently,  Allen  county  was  ready  to  respond  with 
the  best  and  bravest  of  her  sons.  One  company  was  tendered  to 
the  governor  three  days  after  the  call  made,  and  a few  days 
later  two  more  companies  were  filled.  The  second  call  for  troops 
wan  met  still  more  generously,  and  from  that  time  forward  Allen 
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county  troops  were  timely  continually  in  the  van,  participating 
in  the  battles  all  over  the  southland, and  never  an  Allen  county 
soldier  disgraced  th  uniform  he  wore  or  proved  false  to  the 
flag  he  fought  under.  Allen  county  paid  the  sum  of  #1353,800  as 
bounties  to  soldiers,  and  expended  $48,000  in  caring  for  the 
wives  and  children  of  those  who  were  fighting  their  country's 
battles.  Besides  this,  large  sums  were  paid  to  uhe  sanitary 
funds,  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  in  the  field. 

There  were  a scbre  of  men  in  the  Nineteenth  United  States 
Infantry,  regular  army,  during  the  war,  in  addition  to  those  who 
served  on  volunteer  regiments.  Allen  county  was  represented  in 
the  other  regiments  as  follows:  Ninth  infantry,  three  months, 
one  company;  Eleventh  regiment,  three  months,  fifty  men;  Eleventh 
regiment,  three  years,  parts  of  three  companies;  Twelfth  regiment, 
one  year,  two  c mpanies;  Twelfth  regiment,  reorganized  for  three 
years'  service,  two  entire  companies  and  other  recruits;  Thir- 
teenth, three  years,  eighty- two  men  ?nd  officers, in  various  com- 
panies; fifteenth  regiment,  three  years,  one  company;  Seventeenth 
reginrnt,  parts  of  four  companies;  Twenty-second,  one  company; 
Twenty-ninth,  one  company;  Thirtieth,  four  companies;  Thirty- 
second,  (rirst  German;  parts  of  two  companies;  Thirty-fourth, 
parts  of  two  companies;  Thirty-fifth;  (rirst  Irish)  parts  of 
two  companies;  Thirty-eighth,  parts  of  five  companies;  Forty- 
fourth,  six  companies;  *' orty-seventh,  parts  of  four  companies; 

112  men;  Seventy-fifth,  one  company;  Eighty-eight,  five  com- 
pany; Ninetieth,  (Fifth  cavalry)  one  company;  Ninety-first,  two 
companies;  One  Hundredth  and  One  Hundred  and  of  two  companies; 

One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth,  (Eleventh  cavalry)  one  company; 

One  Hund  ed  and  Twenty-ninth,  infantry,  109  men  and  officers  in 
various  companies;  One  Hundred  and  Thiry-first,  (Thirteenth 
cavalry)  one  company;  One  Hundred  and  xhirty-ninth,  (100  days' 
service)  two  cimpanies;  One  Hundred  and  Forty-second,  one  year, 
five  companies;  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-second  three  companies; 

One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth,  one  company;  Fifth  battery,  Eleventh 
battery,  Twenty-third  battery. 

The  history  of  Allen  county (s  soldiers  is  full  of  glory, 
and  no  community  in  the  land  sent  forth  soldiers  more  gallant 
and  daring,  or  who  rendered  fuller  and  more  complete  service 
to  the  cause.  Their  names  are  inscribed  high  on  the  nation's 
roll  of  honor,  and  shine  forth,  lustrous  examples  to  their 
children  of  patriotism  and  honor. 

THE  CHURCHES 

To  the  catholic  church  belongs  the  honor  of  having  been  the 
first  to  bear  the  light  of  the  gospel  to  the  wilderness  of  the 
great  northwest.  • The  divine  word  was  first  spoken  in  Indiana 
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beneath  the  spreading  baranches  of  the  majestic  forest  monarchs, 
to  the  wild,  untutored  children  of  nature,  by  the  devoted  Jesuit 
missionaries.  *’rom  the  earliest  times,  the  history  of  the  various 
denominations  that  now  have  large  and  flourishing  congregations 
in  this  happy  community,  was  a tale  of  arduous  labor  and  hard- 
ships. Catholic  and  Presbyterian,  Methodist  and  Lutheran  alike 
entered  upon  the  trails  of  pioneer  life,  without  a thought  of  the 
hardships  which  they  knew  too  will  would  have  to  be  undergone; 
but  ignoring  trials,  and  surmounting  difficulties,  these  devoted 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  like  the  apostles  of  old,  bore  the  eter- 
nal truths  to  the  godless  savages,  and  comforted  and  sustained 
the  pioneers  with  the  exercises  of  religion.  '■‘•hey  were  noble 
souls,  those  early  ministers  and  priests.  Their  lot  was  cast 
among  people  who  were  strange  to  them;  whose  customs  and  habits 
were  new  to  them,  and  from  whom  frequently,  they  received  not  the 
consideration  their  holy  mission  warranted.  Content  but  to  be  al- 
lowed to  tell  anew  the  glorious  Story  of  redemption  to  whomsoever 
would  listen,  and  burning  with  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  divine 
Master,  they  penetrated  the  wilds,  calling  men  to  salvation.  And 
their  labors  have  been  blessed  a thousand  fold,  for  all  over  the 
country  whose  virgin  soil  was  Dressed  by  their  fect,  rise  the 
spires  of  innumerable  temples  of  worships,  reared  by  the  devotion 
inspired  in  the  pioneers  and  their  children  by  the  first  ministers 
and  their  followers. 


CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

The  first  evidences  of  Catholicity  in  Alien  county  seem  to 
be  the  visit  of  the  Jesuit  father  Allouez,  about  the  year  1665. 

This  place  must,  however,  have  been  visited  by  priests  at  an  ear- 
lier date,  since  the  first  French  traders  who  touched  here  learned 
of  the  route  from  the  missionaries.  Coming  nearer  to  the  present 
time,  we  find  Father  Badin,  the  first  priest  ordained  in  the  United 
States,  visiting  Fort  Wayne,  in  1830.  Father  Badin  found  here  a 
number  of  Catholics,  who  had  been  visited,  at  long  intervals,  by 
traveling  missionaries.  At  his  first  visit  he  offered  mass  in  the 
residence  of  Francis  Comparet,  and  the  first  baptism  of  which 
there  is  any  record  was  performed  by  him  October  5,  1930,  the  child 
being  Peter  David,  son  cf  Peter  and  Mary  Oibaud.  The  first  Catholi 
marriage  solemnized  was  betwe  n James  Aveline  and  Catherine  Com- 
paret, the  date  being  February  13,  1831,  Father  Badin  beging  the 
officiating  clergyman.  Other  priests  ^ho  visited  Fort  Wayne  from 
time  to  time  were  Father  L.  Picoh,  1832;  Father  S.  P.  Lalumiere, 
1835;  Father  Felix  M.  Ruff,  same  year;  The  ^ev.  Mr.  Jeancoir,  1836, 
who  was  suceeded  by  the  first  resident  pastor,  Father  Louis  Mueller 
who  was  here  four  years.  During  the  year  1835,  a portion  of  the 
present  Cathedral  square  had  been  purchased,  the  money  paid  for  it 
being  contributed  mostly  by  the  laborers  on  the  canal.  The  first 
committee  consisted  of  Francis  Comparet,  Francis  H.  Lasselle,  John 
B.  Bruno,  Charles  Hillsworth,  and  Michael  Hedskin,  who  afterwards 
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transferred  it  to  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  in  trust  for  the 
congregation.  The  first  house  for  worship,  a small  frame  build- 
ing, was  built  in  1837,  and  remained  a long  time  without  plast- 
tering  or  other  ornaments,  being  merely  a pile  of  boards  nailed 
together.  When  preparations  were  commenced  for  building  the  Cat- 
hedral of  the  square,  where,  shortly  afterwards,  it  was  destroyed 
it  is  supposed,  by  incendiarism.  The  bell,  which  had  been  cast 
in  France  in  1814,  and  presented  to  Father  Bengit,  was  ruined. 

The  fragments  were  melted  and  recast  into  two  small  bells,  which 
have  since  called  to  study  and  prayer  the  Catholic  children  of 
the  city.  One  and  the  other  at  the  Brothers'  school.  In  1840 
the  sainted  Julian  Benoit  appeared  in  *'ort  Wayne.  He  had  been 
ordained  three  years  previously,  and  had  been  engaged  in  mission- 
ary work  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  He  at  once  took  up 
the  work  in  ^ort  ^ayne,  finding  many  Catholics  here,  and  his  word 
and  example  decided  forever  the  destiny  of  Catholicity  in  this 
county.  He  guided  the  struggling  catholics  in  the  way  of  life 
for  many  years,  making  journeys  on  horseback  and  by  canoe  all 
over  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  In  1857  the  diocese  of 
Fort  Wayne  was  created,  and  the  Rt.  B-ev.  John  H.  Luers  was  made 
the  first  bishop.  In  1860  father  Benoit  began  the  erection  of 
the  Cathedral  which  was  completed  at  a total  cost  , of  finding, 
Fixtures,  of  about  $65,000.  Father  Benoit  died  on  1885,  and  was 
buried  under  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  he  built.  A year  ago 
the  Cathedral  was  remodeled,  at  a cost  of  $50,000,  and  it  is 
considered  the  finest  church  edifice  in  the  state.  Bishop  Luers 
died  in  1871,  and  the  following  year  the  Rt.  Hev.  Joseph  Wenger 
succeeded  him.  Bishop  Dwenger  was  a man  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter, and  one  of  the  most  scholarly  men  in  the  American  hier- 
archy, and  during  his  administration  Catholicity  made  wonderful 
strides  in  Indiana.  Bishop  Dwenger  died  in  1893,  and  the  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rt.  ^ev.  Joseph  Rademacher,  former  bishop  of 
Nashville,  Tenn. , who  is  the  present  incumbent.  Assisting  Bis- 
hop Rademacher  at  the  Cathedral  are  the  Very  ixev.  Jospeh  H. 
Brammer,  V.  G. ; the  B.ev.  Charles  G-.  G-uending,  the  ^ev.  #ohn 
Durhan  and  the  nev.  Fredrick  Dandurand. 

ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH 

This  congregation  as  formed  in  1848  by  thirty  german 
families,  who  had,  heretofore,  attended  the  Cathedral.  A 
Father  E.  Faller  was  the  first  pastor.  A church,  then  con- 
sidered one  of  the  finest  in  the  state,  was  built  the  same 
year.  It  was  destroyed  by  an  explosion  in  1886,  and  the 
congregation  immediately  proceeded  to  build  the  present  imposing 
edifice.  The  paster  of  St.  Mary's  at  presence  is  the  ^ev.  J 
H.  Oechtering,  and  his  assistant  is  the  Kev.  Gustave  Hottenroth. 
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ST.  PAUL’S 

During  the  winter  of  1884  a company  of  G-erman  speaking 
Catholics  gathered  at  the  residence  to  form  a new  congregation. 

A lot  was  bought  on  Washington  and  Griffith  streets,  and  in  1870 
a small  frame  church  was  built.  This  did  duty  until  1886,  when 
the  new  church  was  erected,  at  a cost  of  over  $30,000.  The  old 
church  is  still  standing.  The  ^ev.  Edward  Koenig,  the  first 
pastor,  still  continues  his  labors  among  the  people,  though  of 
late  years  he  has  had  an  assistant.  His  present  curate  is  the 
Rev.  F.  J.  Bilstein. 

ST.  PETER'S 

A few  families  living  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  city, 
most  of  whom  had  previously  worshipped  at  St.  Mary's,  formed  St. 
Peter's  congregation  in  1872,  and  began  the  erection  of  a large 
two  story  structure.  This  building  was  utilized  as  a church  and 
school  house  combined  until  three  years  ago,  when  a handsome  new 
church  was  erected.  The  Rev.  J.  Wemhoff  was  the  first  pastor, 
serving  until  his  death  in  1880.  He  was  succeeded  by  Father 
Anthony  Messman,  who,  two  years  ago,  was  transferred  by  Father 
Ferdinand  Koerdt. 


ST.  PATRICK'S 

1'he  youngest,  but  not  the  least,  of  the  Catholic  con- 
gregations of  Fort  Wayne,  is  St.  Patrick's.  This  congregation 
was  formed  eight  years  ago,  principally  from  the  Cathedral 
parish,  although  some  who  had  been  attending  St.  Paul's  and 
St.  Peter's  joined  with  the  new  parish.  It  is  one  of  the  fin- 
est pieces  of  church  architect  are  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  the  congregation  is  constantly  growing,  being  made  up  of 
those  Catholics  living  south  of  the  railroads,  except  the  Ger- 
mans of  °t.  Peter's  church.  The  pastor  is  the  ftev.  Joseph 
Delaney,  who  is  the  assisted  by  the  xlev.  Patrick  Crawley. 

OTHER  CATHOLIC  INSTITUTIONS 

Bishop  Luers  founded  the  °t.  Joseph  hospital  in  1868.  He 
procured  eitht  sisters  of  the  Order  of  Handmaids  of  Chfcist,  from 
the  mother  house  at  Dernbach,  Nassau,  southern  Germany,  to  take 
charge  of  the  hospital.  The  citizens  of  Fort  Wayne  interested 
thenselves  in  the  project,  as,  with  the  growing  importance  of 
the  city  as  a railroad  center,  and  institution  of  this  kind  was 
absolutely  necessary.  The  Rockhill  house  was  purchased,  and 
the  hospital  was  opened  in  May,  1869.  In  1884  a large  addition. 
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with  a convent  and  chapel,  was  built,  and  two  yeats  ago  the 
capacity  of  the  building  was  again  doubled,  making  one  of  the 
largest  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  west.  The  sisters 
have  devoted  their  lives  to  relieving  suffering  among  the  str- 
icken, and  the  noble  band  of  women  is  revered  and  honored  by 
every  citizen  of  Allen  county.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Eisenring  of- 
ficiates as  chaplain  of  the  hospital.  There  are  nearly  300 
sisters  of  the  order  in  America,  the  mother  house  of  which  is 
in  Fort  Wayne.  During  the  small  pox  epidemic  in  1881-82,  the 
sisters  volunteered  to  care  for  the  sick,  and  the  pest  house 
was  placed  in  their  charge.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  dis- 
ease they  nursed  seventy-nine  patients  t-ere,  besides  going 
into  many  homes  where  the  disease  had  gained  a foothold. 

The  St.  Vincent's  Orphan  home  is  located  immediately  north 
of  the  city,  on  a commanding  eminence.  The  asylum  was  erected 
in  1886-87,  and  dedicated  by  the  late  Bishop  Dwenger,  at  a cost 
of  §49,289.37.  Children  are  admitted  from  any  part  of  the  di- 
ocese on  application  to  the  bishop.  i’he  orpahns  are  entrusted 
to  the  care  of  the  Handmaids  of  Christ,  who  look  after  their 
domestic  wants,  and  instill  into  their  minds  habits  of  industry 
and  the  principles  of  religion.  The  Catholic  ladies  of  the  city 
have  three  sewing  societies,  which  are  of  great  assistance  to 
sisters  in  providing  clothing  for  the  little  ones.  There  are 
about  125  girls  at  the  home.  The  asylum  for  orphan  boys  is  lo- 
cated at  Lafayette. 


VILLAGE  CHURCHES 

There  are  Catholic  churches  at  Leo,  Besancon,  St.  Vincent's 
New  Haven,  Hesse  Cassel,  Areola,  Monroeville,  Sheldon,  all  thr- 
iving, and  with  large  and  growing  congregations,  and  devoted, 
pious  pastors. 


SCHOOLS 

'■‘■‘here  are  schools  attached  to  every  Catholic  church  in 
Allen  county.  Among  the  Catholics,  religion  and  education  go 
hand  in  hand,  and  in  the  pioneer  days,  wherever  a band  of  Cat- 
holics gathered  together,  or  a rude  hut  of  logs  marked  the  place 
of  worship,  it  was  not  long  until  the  modest  school  house  nest- 
led close  by.  The  cause  of  education  has  grown,  until  at  the 
present  time  there  are,  in  the  Catholic  school  of  Allen  county, 
nearly  2,500  pupils.  The  schools  are  all  in  charge  of  members 
of  various  religious  orders,  skilled  teachers,  and  the  cur- 
riculum is  quite  up  to  the  standard  in  every  respect.  St. 
Augustine's  academy,  the  advanced  course  at  the  Boys'  Cathedral 
school,  and  the  Academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  at  St.  Vincent's 
are  the  leading  institutions  of  learning,  and  offer  a higher 
education  to  the  graduates  of  the  common  schools. 
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LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

On  Saturday,  October  14,  1837,  a number  of  Germans,  who 
had  recently  immigrated  to  Allen  County,  met  in  a room  in  the 
court  house  in  Fort  Wayne,  and,  by  adopting  the  formula  of  the 
discipline  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  organized  the 
German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Fort  Wayne.  This  was  the 
first  Lutheran  church  in  the  state  of  Indiana.  It  was  the  fore- 
runner of  what  was  to  become  one  of  the  greatest  religious  or- 
ganizations of  the  state.  There  were  present  at  the  first  meet- 
ing twenty-three  heads  of  families,  who  were  recorded  as  the 
members  of  the  congregation.  The  first  election  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Henry  Trier  and  Adam  Wefel  as  elders,  and  Henry  Rud- 
isill  and  Conrad  Nill  was  deacons.  The  Rev.  Jesse  Hoover  was 
the  first  pastor.  This  was  the  beginning  of  St.  Paul's  church, 
which  now  occupies  a beautiful  site  on  Barr  Street.  Henry  ^ud- 
isill  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organization  up  of  the  church, 
and  he  continued  an  active  worker  in  the  congregation  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1858. 

Thc  ^ev.  Hoover  died  after  a laborious  and  active  pasto- 
rate of  two  years,  and  the  next  pastor  was  the  netf.  Wyneken,  who 
had  just  arrived  from  Germany.  His  duties  were  orduous,  but  per- 
formed with  a fortitude  and  devotion  that  never  flinched,  even 
in  the  face  of  almost  unsurmountable  obstacles  and  hardships. 

The  congregation  at  first  worshipped  in  a room  in  the  court  house 
but  in  1839  erected  a small  frame  building  on  Barr  street,  the 
present  site  of  St.  Paul's.  In  1845,  Pastor  Wyneken  accepted  a 
call  to  a church  in  Baltimore,  and  afterwards  assisted  in  found- 
ing the  Missouri  synod,  one  of  the  largest  Lutheran  church  or- 
ganizations in  America.  He  died  in  San  Francisco  in  1877,  after 
an  active  life  spent  in  furthering  the  interests  of  the  church, 
and  was  buried  at  Cleveland.  The  next  pastor  of  St.  Paul's  was 
the  Rev.  w.  Sillier,  who  was  installed  in  1845.  The  congregation 
in  the  meantime,  had  grown  to  large  proportions,  and  under  his 
faithful  and  successful  ministry,  it  was  blessed  with  additional 
years  of  prosperity,  so  that,  in  a few  years,  a larger  church 
was  built,  and  an  addition  was  again  built  to  this  in  1862. 

In  1875,  the  congregation  had  grown  to  large  proportions, 
and  with  the  increase  in  size  came  additional  cares,  so  that  Dr. 
Sihler  was  constrained  to  ask  for  assistance.  The  Rev.  H.  G. 
Sauer,  a talented,  eloquent  minister  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  was  given 
the  post  of  assistant,  to  labor  by  the  side  of  the  pioneer  pre- 
acher. In  June,  1885,  Dr.  Sihler  resigned  the  pastorate,  owning 
to  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  in  October  of  the  same  year  he 
died.  Rev.  Sauer  took  his  place,  and,  under  his  direction,  a 
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magnificent  new  church  was  built  in  1888.  In  May,  1896,  Pastor 
Sauer  was  suddenly  stricken  down  by  the  hand  of  death,  while  the 
anniversary  meeting  of  the  Missouri  synod  was  being  held  at  St. 
Paul's.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  pastorate  by  the  Aev.  G-eorge 
Meller,  who  is  assisted  by  the  ^ev.  August  H.  L.  Lange. 

ST.  JOHN'S 

St.  John's  Lutheran  church  was  founded  in  the  year  1853. 
The  congregation  was  small  and  weak,  and  dissensions  at  first 
hindered  its  growth.  Difficulties  however,  were  finally  over- 
come, and  for  twenty-five  years  the  church  has  had  a prosperous 
existence.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Hochstetter.  The  pre- 
sent minister  is  the  Rev.  Henry  Danneker. 

EMANUEL 

The  organization  of  Emanuel  church  was  due  to  the  growth 
of  the  present  organization.  St.  Paul's,  which  grew  to  such 
proportions  that  a division  was  necessary,  and  the  new  congre- 
gation was  formed  in  1868.  The  Rev.  Stubrlatzy,  for  several 
yearw  assistant  at  St.  Paul's,  was  made  pastor.  The  present  in- 
cumbent is  the  ^ev.  Philip  Wambsganss,  Jr. 


ZION 


In  the  year  1882,  another  division  of  St.  Paul's  became 
necessary,  and  a new  congregation,  consisting  of  the  german 
Lutherans  residing  in  the  Tenth  and  Seventh  wards,  was  formed, 
and  Zion  church  was  built.  It  is  a handsome  building,  and  the 
congregation  is  now  one  of  the  largest  in  the  county.  The  first 
pastor  was  the  Rev.  Dreyer,who  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  H. 

Juengel,  the  present  pastor.  The  newest  Luthera  congregations 
are  are  Trinity  and  Grace  churches.  The  former  is  located  on 
Franklin  avenue,  and  the  congregation  is  composed  of  Lutherans 
resident  on  the  north  side.  The  Kev.  J.  A.  Bohn  has  been  pastor 
since  the  dedication  of  the  church,  something  more  than  two  years 
ago.  Grace  church  has  a small,  but  growing  congregation.  It  is 
located  in  the  extreme  southeastern  part  of  the  city, and  the  Rev. 

H.  C.  Stellhorn  has  been  pastor  for  several  years.  He  resigned 
recently,  and  his  successor  has  not  yet  been  chosen. 

Like  the  Catholics,  the  Lutherans  maintain  a parochial  sch- 
ool system,  believing  that  religion  in  the  schools  is  indispensible 
to  the  preservation  of  the  faith.  Every  church  has  - a.;:  schobl  at- 
tached, and  the  number  of  children  is  about  the  same  as  the  Cath- 
olics. Concordia  college,  established  in  St.  Louis  in  1839,  was 
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removed  to  Fort  Wayne  at  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war.  It  is 
mainly  a preparatory  school  for  Concordia  Theological  seminary, 
at  St.  Louis,  and  nearly  all  the  ministers  in  the  Missouri  synod 
are  gradustes  of  this  institution.  The  number  of  students  varied 
but  this  year  there  are  over  200  young  men  receiving  instructions 
The  number  is  not  altogether  an  ecclesiastical  school,  but  is  in- 
tended for  all  desiring  to  acquire  a superior  education,  an:  some 
of  the  leading  business  and  professional  men  in  the  county  are 
among  its  graduates. 

There  are  Lutheran  churches  also  at  Adams  station,  New 
Haven,  Gar  Creek,  Hoagland,  'Toeglein,  in  St.  Joe  township  and 
Marion  township. 


PRESBYTERIAN 

Presbyterianism  began  with  the  city  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  its 
growth  has  been  contemporary  with  that  of  the  county.  The  first 
Protestant  minister  known  to  have  visited  Fort  Wayne  was  the  riev. 
Matthew  G.  Wallace,  a Presbyterian,  T-Tho  accompanied  the  army  of 
General  Harrison,  on  the  march  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison,  in 
1812.  He  was  an  army  chaplain.  The  First  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man to  minister  to  the  peace  and  people  of  Fort  Wayne  by  appoint- 
ment was  the  Rev.  John  Ross,  ,Tho  was  sent  here  by  the  Presbyter- 
ian general  assembly.  He  arrived  in  1822,  making  the  Journey  by 
wagon,  T'Tith  a companion.  On  the  way  from  Warren,  0.,  night  over- 
took hem  and  the  wolves  howled  around  their  camp.  A blinding 
snow  storm  arose  and  they  had  to  leave  their  conveyance  and  pro- 
ceed on  foot,  leading  their  horses,  it  being  too  cold  to  ride. 
Late  one  night  they  arrived  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  Hanna, 
where  they  were  given  a warm  welcome.  The  settlers  here  were 
chiefly  Fr-nch  and  half  breeds,  and  the  local  field  was  small, 
and  "Father  Ross"  did  not  remain  long,  but  mpde  regular  visits 
here  during  the  next  five  years.  In  1829  ihe  Home  Missionary 
society  appointed  the  Rev.  Charles  D.  Rurman  missionary  to  Fort 
Wayne , in  response  to  an  appeal  made  by  Allen  Hamilton.  Mr. 
Furman  remained  nearly  a year,  and  first  suggested  the  establish- 
ment of  a Presbyterian  church.  In  June,  1831,  the  Rev.  James 
Chute  visited  Fort  Wayne  and  in  response  to  the  requests  of  the 
oeople  of  the  that  denomination  residing  here,  established  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  on  July  1,  1831,  The  congregation  had 
eleven  members.  There  was  no  house  of  worship,  and  services 
were  held  in  a rude  shed,  built  of  boards,  at  what  is  now  the 
corner  of  Columbia  and  Harrison  streets.  For  six  years  ensuing, 
the  congregation  met  wherever  a place  offered,  at  one  time  hold- 
ing services  in  a carpentershop,  again  in  a school  house,  then 
in  the  court  house,  and  in  Masonic  hall,  till  1837,  when  a frames 
church,  forth  feet  square,  was  built  on  Berry  street,  between 
Barr  and  Lafayette.  The  Rev.  Daniel  Jonas  and  the  Rev.  Jesse 
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Hoover  a Lutheran,  ministered  to  the  congregation  for  a brief 
period  subsequent  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Chute,  and  in  October, 
1837,  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Rankin  began  his  ministry , which  continued 
for  six  years.  All  these  ministers  had  been  missionaries.,  but 
the  church,  by  this  time  fully  established,  desired  a permanent 
pastor  and  accordingly,  in  May,  1844,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Anderson, 
D.D.,  and  was  called  to  the  pastorate.  In  1845,  a large  edifice 
of  brick,  was  commenced  at  the  corner  of  Berry  and  Clinton  str- 
eets, and  for  several  years  the  congregation  worshipped  in  the 
basement.  The  building  was  finally  comoleted  in  November,  1851, 
at  which  time  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  was  pastor.  In  1867, 
during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  M.  Lowrie,  D.D.  the  church  was 
enlarged.  The  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  D.W.  Moffat,  D.D.  ac- 
cepted a call  to  the  pastorate  in  February,  1872,  and  he  has  con 
tinued  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  congregation 
ever  since.  The  church  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of 
December  16,  1882,  and  the  following  year  the  site  was  sold  to 
the  federal  government,  and  the  office  was  erected  thereon. 

The  congregation  continued  to  meet  in  the  circuit  court  room 
and  the  Hebrew  synagogue,  until,  May,  1886,  when  the  present 
church  building,  having  been  completed, was  thrown  open  for 
public  worship.  The  church  cost  with  furnishings,  etc., 

381,855.  The  sum  of  $12,000  was  paid  for  the  site. 

SECOND  CHURCH 

The  second  Presbyterian  church  was  established  May  5, 

1844,  with  a.  dozen  members.  These  persons  inclined  to  the 
new  school  doctrine,  at  that  time  causing  a stir  in  the  chu- 
rch, and  the  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beedher,  then  a young  minister 
and  a adherent  of  the  new  faith,  at  Indianapolis,  was  called 
to  preach.  He  made  the  journey  on  horseback,  and  the  church 
was  successfully  orgainzed.  At  present,  however,  the  Second 
church  is  at  one  with  the  parent  orgainzation.  June  4,  1844, 
the  Rev.  Charles  Burroughs  was  called  to  the  permanent  past- 
orate, and  he  remained  until  1850,  in  the  capacity  of  "stated 
supoly'*,  and  he  w»s  then  installed  as  pastor.  The  same  sum- 
mer he  went  east,  and  while  there  resigned  his  charge.  In  1888 
the  old  temple  was  abandoned,  and  a handsome  new  church  erect- 
ed at  a cost  of  $30,000.  The  Rev.  J.L.  Leeper,  the  present 
pastor,  succeeded  the  Rev.  J.M.  Fulton  in  1888,  and  suggested 
the  change  to  the  name  Westminster  church. 

THIRD  CHURCH 

The  Third  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in  1867,  and 
the  building  completed  in  1869.  The  Rev.  N.S.  Smith,  under  whom 
the  congregation  w s'  cr-gahized,  continued  as  pastor  until  1873. 
The  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.M.  Boggs,  D.D.  was  installed  Jan- 
uary 6,  1889. 
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BAPTISTS 

The  Rev.  Isaac  McCoy  came  as  missionary  to  the  Miamis  and 
Pottawatomies  in  1820,  by  appointment  of  the  Baptist  Triennial 
convention.  He  gathered  about  fifty  of  the  Indians,  who  may 
be  said  to  have  formed  the  first  congregation  of  Baptists  in 
Allen  county.  In  1822,  the  Rev.  John  Sears,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  his  brothers,  arrived,  and  a church  was  formed  an 
articles  of  faith  adopted.  The  record  of  the  first  congregation 
shows  the  names  of  eight  whites,  two  Indian  women,  and  one 
black  man.  The  church  was  short  lived,  and  for  fifteen  years 
there  was  no  organization.  In  1837,  a church  was  organized, 
under  the  Rev.  Robert  Tisdale,  the  meeting  being  hied  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  There  were  ten  members,  and  the  First 
Baptist  church  of  Fort  Wayne  became  a permanent  institution. 
Meetings  were  held  at  the  homes  of  Different  members,  until 
1848,  when  a small  frame  building,  secured  some  time  before, 
was  moved  to  a lot  Just  purchased  at  the  corner  of  Berry  and 
Clinton  streets.  The  present  church  was  built  during  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  G.  L.  Stevens,  who  came  here  in  1861. 

It  was  enlarged  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  A.S.  North- 
rop. The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  L.L.  Henson,  during  the 
past  two  or  three  years  a number  of  missions  have  been  estab- 
lished in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and  the  labors  have  so 
increased  that  the  pastor  required  assistance,  and  a few  days 
ago  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Knight  was  installed  as  assistant. 

The  only  other  Baptist  church,  in  Allen  county  is  in  Eel 
river  township.  It  was  organized  in  a log  school  house.  In 
1844,  throu  h the  efforts  of  Elder  Wedge.  The  first  small 
church  was  built  in  1850,  and  this  was  replaced  by  a larger 
and  more  substantial  structure  in  1877. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 

The  first  minister  of  the  M.  F.  church  to  come  to  Fort 
Wayne  was  James  Holman,  one  of  the  famous  Holman  family,  of 
Wayne  county, who  arrived  in  1824,  and  began  holding  services 
in  his  residence,  which  was  on  the  bank  of  the  St.  Mary's 
river,  near  Or  ff's  mill.  He  was  a local  preacher,  and  ga- 
thered a few  people  of  his  faith  around  him.  The  first  mission 
was  called  the  Maumee  Mission,  and  several  ministers  preached 
at  various  times.  During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  James  S. 
Harrison,  a large  building  was  commenced  on  Main  street,  be- 
tween Webster  and  Ewing,  but  the  funds  gave  out  and  the  build- 
ing was  abandoned.  In  1840,  a frame  building  was  erected  at 
the  corner  of  Harrison  and  Berry  streets.  In  this  year  the 
mission  became  Fort  Wayne  station,  and  the  Rev.  F.A.  Conwell 
was  appointed.  In  1860,  the  frame  building  gave  way  to  a 
handsome  brick  structure,  which  still  stands.  The  present 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  CC.  Clssel. 
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WAYNE  STREET  CHURCH 

The  congrega  ion  of  the  Berry  street  church  divided  in 
1849,  and  the  Wayne  street  congregation  was  organized  and  built 
a house  of  worship  at  the  corner  of  Wayne  street  and  Broadway. 
This  edifice  was  enlarged  and  remodeled  a year  ago,  and  is  a 
very  handsome  temple.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Henry  W. 
Bennett. 


OTHER  CHURCHES 

There  are  three  other  churches  of  the  Methodist  demonina  - 
tion  in  ^ort  Wayne.  Next  in  seniority  to  the  Wayne  street  church 
is  Simpson  M.E.  church,  of  which  the  Rev.  T.J.  Johnson  is  past- 
or. St.  Paul' 3 church,  on  the  east  side,  in  growing  under  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  M.C.  Cooper,  and  Trinity  church,  on  the 
north  side,  is  under  pastoral  charge  of  the  Rev.  E.F.  Albertson. 

TRINITY  ENGLISH  LUTHERAN 

This  church  was  founded  in  1837,  by  the  Rev.  Jesse  Hoover, 
and  for  a number  of  yeats  the  pastors  of  St.  Paul’s  church  min- 
istered to  the  congregation  the  place  of  worship  being  a small 
frame  building  at  the  corner  of  Berry  and  Lafayette  streets. 

When  the  Rev.  Sihler  came  to  Fort  Wayn°,  being  unable  to  preach 
in  English,  the  congregation  was  reorganized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  German  brethren,  and  the  Rev.  Albaugh  was  called  to  the 
pastorate.  The  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  Wagenhals,  was  se- 
lected while  yet  a student  of  theology,  in  1868.  The  present 
edifice  was  erected  in  1863. 

m 

REFORMED  CHURCH 

The  St.  John’s  German  Reformed  church  was  organized  in 
1844,  xcith  fourteen  members.  The  little  congregation  at  first 
worshioped  in  the  Sunday  school  room  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  but  in  the  same  year  of  organization  a lot  was  purchased 
and  a frame  church  was  completed  the  following  year.  This 
building  was  afterwards  sold  to  the  African  M.E.  church,  and, 
the  present  commodious  edifice  was  completed  in  1871,  at  a cost 
of  $20,000.  In  1883,  the  congregation  established  a parochial 
school.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Karroll,  who 
served  but  a short  time.  The  Rev.  J.A.  Bosch  is  the  present 
pastor,  succeeding  the  Rev.  Carl  Schaaf,  who  ministered  to  the 
congregation  for  twenty  years. 
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SALEM  REFORMED 

This  church  is  another  branch  from  the  parent  stem,  and 
was  formed  by  forty  members  of  St.  John’s.  The  church  was 
commenced  in  1870,  and  completed  the  following  year  at  a cost 
of  h?  10, 000.  An  addition  was  made  to  the  church  in  1886.  The 
Rev.  C.  Cast  was  the  first  pastor.  The  present  minister  is 
the  leading  divines  of  the  denomination. 

GRACE  CHURCH 

Grace  Reformed  Church,  belongs  to  the  English  branchi  of 
the  denomination.  It  was  organized  in  May,  1882,  by  the  ^ev. 

T.J.  Bacher,  with  fifty  members.  The  church  services  were 
first  held  in  the  old  Jewish  synagoue,  on  Harrison  street,  but 
in  1883,  a frame  church  was  built  on  East  Washington  street. 

Four  years  ago  this  was  replaced  by  a handsome  brich  structure. 

The  Rev.  Bachman  remained  unti.1  1888,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  A.K.  Zartman,  who  is  still  in  charge.  In  the 
spring  of  1895,  dissensions  caused  a division  of  the  congre- 
gation, and  the  seceders  established  Heidelberg  Reformed 
church,  renting  the  old  Jewish  synagogue,  where  they  still 
hold  services.  The  first  pastor  of  Heidelbert  was  the  Rev. 

S.U.  Snyder,  who  served  less  than  one  year,  when  the  Rev. 

Manrice  Sampson,  the  present  pastor,  was  appointed. 

Emanuel  reformed  was  a new  congregation,  organized 
some  five  years  ago,  on  account  of  dissensions  in  the  St. 

John's  chruch.  It  was  short  lived,  and  the  members  have 
since  affiliated  ^nd  with  other  congregation. 

HEBREW 

Achduth  Veshalom  Synagogue,  of  B'Nai  Israel,  of  Fort 
Wayne,  was  organized  in  1848,  the  moving  spirits  being  A. 

Oppenheim,  Sigismund  Redelsheimer,  J.  Lauferty,  F.  Nirdlinger, 
and  others.  ^mong  those  who  came  to  fort  Wayne  in  the  early 
days  were  a number  of  Hebrews,  who  saw  in  the  rising  front- 
ier town  a brilliant  future.  They  were  first  in  all  that 
pertained  to  the  city's  welfare,  and  they  and  their  deseentants 
to-day  are  numbered  among  the  city's  substantial  and  influential 
citizens.  These  were  the  men  who  organized  the  Hebrews,  temple, 
and,  for  several  years,  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Nirdlinger.  With 
increasing  membership,  the  space  presented  by  a dwelling  house 
was  insufficient,  and,  in  1857,  a building  was  ourchased  on  Har- 
ris n street  and  dedicated  as  a temple.  The  first  R^bbi  was  the 
Rev.  E.  Runin  took  the  charge.  In  1874  the  congregation  built 
the  present  splendid  temple,  and  it  was  dedicated  with  imposing 
ceremonies,  the  oration  being  delivered  by  Rabbi  Wise  of  Cincinnati. 
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The  present  rabbi  is  the  Rev.  Frederick  Cohn,  a young  man,  who 
has  already  taken  a stand  among  the  leading  pulpit  orators  and 
lecturers  in  Indiana. 


CONGREGATIONAL. 

Plymouth  Congregational  church  was  organized  in  1870  with 
twenty-five  menbers.  In  1872  the  first  church  built  was  at 
Washington  and  Fulton  Streets,  and  the  pastor  was  the  Rev.  J0hn 
B.  Fairbank.  Five  years  ago  he  present  beautiful  church  building 
at  Jefferson  and  Harrison  streets,  was  erected.  The  ^ev.  James 
Stuart  Ainslie  is  pastor. 

•^he  South  Congregational  church  was  organizedabout  the  1972, 
and  the  frame  church,  formerly  known  as  the  Church  of  God,  on 
DeWald  street,  was  tented,  The  Rev.  E.E.  ^rame  is  pastor. 

CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

The  West  Jefferson  Street  Church  of  Christ  was  organized  in 
1870,  by  the  Rev.  John  N.  Aylesivorth,  who  was  the  first  pastor. 
There  were  but  seven  charter  meners.  Meetings  were  held  in  And- 
erson's hall  on  Broadway,  until  1873,  when  a brick  structure  was 
erected  at  the  corner  of  Griffith  and  WEst  Jefferson  streets. 

This  building  did  duty  until  a.  year  ago  when  it  was  torn  down  to 
make  room  for  a handsome  church,  of  modern  construction,  which 
was  dedicated  last  spring.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Perry 
J.  Rice. 

The  West  Creighton  avenue  church  of  Christ  was  organized  two 
years  ago,  and  had  a large  membership  from  the  start.  The  erection 
of  a chut*  ch  was  immediately  oroceeded  with,  and  the  had  handsome 
edifice  is  now  an  ornament  to  the  ^outh  Side.  The  Rev.  J.  V. 

Updike  has  be-n  acting  as  pastor. 

EVANGELICAL  CHUCH. 

The  German  Evangelical  as  ociation  established  its  first 
congregation  in  May,  1867.  The  Rev.  M.W.  Stef fey  was  the  first 
pastor.  A frame  church  was  built  immediately,  at  the  corner  was 
of  Clinton  and  H0lman  streets,  but  in  time  this  edifice  became  to 
small,  and,  as  the  majority  of  the  members  lived  south  pf  the 
railroad,  the  site  was  sold  and  a lot  purchased  at  the  corner  of 
DeWald  and  Clinton  street,  where  a beautiful  modern  church  was 
built.  The  ^v.  Henry  Baumgartner  is  the  present  pastor. 
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UNITED  BRETHREN 

Calvary  United  Brehren  church  was  first  organized  in  1875, 
by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  WHgus.  The  first  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Congregational  church  building,  at  Washington  and  Fulton  streets, 
and  subsequently  a frame  chapel  at  the  corner  of  Lewis  and  Harmer 
streets,  was  used.  The  present  brick  church  was  erected  in  1883, 
and  remodeled  and  enlarged  five  years  ago.  The  present  pastor 
is  the  Rev.  A.W.  Ballinger. 

TRINITY  EPISCOPAL 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  Hutchins,  a missionary  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  came  to  Fort  Wayne  in  1839,  and  through  his  effort 
Christ  church  was  organized  in  May  of  that  year.  The  meeting  for 
organization  was  held  at  the  Academy,  Allen  Hamilton  presiding, 
and  Robert  E.  Fleming  acting  as  secretary.  Some  of  the  older 
settlers  were  among  the  first  members,  and  their  children  continue 
faithful  adherents  of  the  church.  May  25,  1844,  the  congregation 
was  reorganized,  and  the  name  Trinity  church,  was  chosen.  The 
R-ev.  Benjamin  Halsted  was  rector,  Jacob  Hull  was  w rden,  L.P. 

Ferry  and  R.M.  Lyon,  vestrymen,  and  I.D.G.  Nelson,  treasurer. 

Mr.  Halstead  administered  the  first  communion  on  July  7,  1844, 
to  seventeen  persons.  Services  were  h^ld  in  the  court  house  until 
1846,  when  a church  building  being  a necessity,,  William  Rockhill 
offered  to  donate  a lot  on  condition  that  the  other  members  raise 
$1,000  for  a building  fund.  The  money  was  not  raised  and  accord- 
ingly, some  time  elapsed  before  a lot  was  finally  purchased  at 
the  corner  of  Berry  and  Harrison  streets,  and  a small  building 
was  erected.  This  church  was  fitted  with  an  org^n  "with  four 
stops,  " as  the  official  records  show,  and  x^as  looked  upon,  ther- 
fore  as  rather  in  advance  of  the  times.  In  1850,  during  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.S.  Large,  and  addition  was  built  to  the 
church,  greatly  increasing  its  capacity.  In  November,  1863, 

C.D.  Bond,  was  authorized  to  purchase  a site  for  a church  at  the 
corner  of  Berry  and  Fulton  streets,  and  the  lot  was  bought  for 
$3,000.  The  present  church  was  then  erected,  being  completed 
August  1,  1866.  At  the  time  the  church  was  built,  Peter  P.  Bailey 
was  senior  xirarden,  K.D.H.  Nelson,  junior  warden,  and  C.B.  Bond, 

F.P.  Randall,  Warren  Withers,  J hn  Irwin  and  Philo  R-umsey, 
were  vestrymen.  The  present  reStor  is  the  Rev.  A.W.  Seabrease, 
who  succeeded  the  Rev.  William  Webbe,  in  1888. 

CHURCH  OF  THE  REDEEMER 

The  English  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Redeemer  was  organized 
ten  years  ago.  Then  the  Congrega tionalists  built  their  new 
church  of  the  vacated  building,  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
Boulevard  and  riilton  street,  was  rented  by  the  new  congregation, 
which  was  a division  of  the  German  churches,  the  English  speak- 
ing persons  withdrawing,  though  remaining  in  all  things  essentially 
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Lutheran,  and  in  synodical  connection.  The  Rev.  C.F.  Meyer, 
the  pastor,  is  one  of  the  most  orogressive  young  ministers  of 
the  times. 


TOWNSHIP  CHURCHES 

The  first  church  in  the  county,  outside  of  Wayne  township, 
in  which  the  city  of  Fort  Wayne  is  located,  was  in  the  Maumee 
settlement,  in  Adams  township.  At  the  house  of  John  Rogers  ser- 
vices were  conducted  by  Reuben  Nickerson,  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  an  early  as  1828.  In  1834,  the  Aev.  James  Holman 
held  services  at  the  home  of  Richard  Andrew,  in  Aboit  township, 
and  tiro  years  later  a class  was  organized  here,  which  is  the  old- 
est in  the  county.  This  class  is  still  in  existence,  and  wor- 
ships at  Friendship  chaoel.  Mr.  Nickerson  commenced  holding 
meetings  in  1834,  at  the  residen  e of  Horace  Lunten,  at  what  is 
now  Huntertown.  In  1836,  a class  was  organized  at  the  home  of 
James  Thompson,  by  the  Rev.  Ball,  and  two  years  later  the  Caswell 
school  house  became  the  place  of  meeting.  In  1846  a small  frame 
church  was  erected,  which  is  still  standing.  Another  zealous 
minister  of  Methodism,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Black,  preached  at  the  home 
of  William  Grayless,  in  Lake  township  in  1834.  The  Rev.  James 
Harrison  conducted  services  at  the  home  of  Jesse  Heaton,  in  Mar- 
ion township,  as  early  as  1835,  and  meetings  continued  there  for 
ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  school  house  at  Middle- 
town,  was  secured.  In  1852  they  erected  a comfortable  house  of 
worshio  in  the  village.  One  of  the  oldest  Sunday  schools  in  the 
county  was  started  by  Jared  Wheaton,  in  1837,  and  is  still  in 
existence.  In  1842  some  of  the  members  organized  the  Williams- 
port class  at  the  house  of  John  Snyder,  and,  in  1869,  a neat 
church  was  built.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ball  founded  the  first  class  in 
Pleasant  township,  in  1835,  and  a chapel  was  built  in  1866.  The 
Rev.  True  Patree  held  meetings  in  St.  Joe  township  from  1835  to 
1837,  and  he  was  afterwards  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Goldthait.  At 
this  time  the  Rev.  Edward  Hlckland  announced  the  end  of  the  world, 
to  take  place  March  2,  1838,  and  found  a number  of  believers,  who 
were  ready,  in  their  ascension  robes,  on  the  appointed  day.  Some 
of  them  haven’t  ascended  yet.  The  ch  rch  in  &el  River  township 
was  started  in  1837,  x-dien  meetings'  were  held  at  the  home  of  John 
Valentine.  The  Rev.  True  Pattee  beg^n  preaching  in  Sprlngfiled 
township  in  1838,  and  meetings  were  held  in  the  school  house  un- 
til 1854,  when  the  Harlan  church  was  built.  A church  organization 
was  formed  in  Washington  township  in  1840,  and  a small  log  church 
was  built  on  land  donated  by  George  Ashley.  The  first  class  in 
Madison  township  was  organized  in  1841,  at  the  residence  of  Charle 
Peckham,  by  the  Rev.  Jesse  Sparks.  The  next  year  a log  church  was 
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built  on  a lot  donated  by  John  Edwards.  The  first  religious 
meeting  in  Milan  township  was  held  in  1845,  by  the  Rev.  True 
Pattee,  but  no  class  was  established.  The  Monroeville  M.E. 

Church  was  established  in  1847,  at  the  home  of  John  Barnhart. 

The  Rev.  John  Palmer  conducted  the  first  meeting.  In  1849,  the 
Rev.  Palmer  organized  another  class  at  the  home  of  William  G-ray- 
less,  in  Lake  township,  and  in  1850  they  erected  Lake  chapel, 
north  of  Areola.  A class  was  organized  at  Areola  in  1867,  and 
four  years  later  a chizch  was  built,  and  dedicated  by  the  Rev. 

A.  Marine.  In  1850  another  class  was  organized  in  Perry  town- 
ship, and  two  years  later  a church  was  built,  on  land  donated  by 
Professor  ^obinson.  It  was  dedicated  by  Andrew  Byers.  In  1852 
a class  was  organized  in  Lafayette  township,  by  the  Rev.  Almon 
G-reenraan,  and  in  1870  a frame  church  was  built. 

A class  of  forty  members  was  organized  July  7,  1861,  by  the 
Rev.  E.W.  Erick,  with  five  member  . A brick  church  was  built  in 
1866,  by  Henry  Burgess. 

A class  of  forty  members  was  organized  at  East  Liberty, 

Monroe  township  by  the  Rev.  C.H.  Brown,  in  1877.  Two  years  later 
a brick  church  was  erected.  The  church  at  Sheldon  is  a flourishing 
one,  with  nearly  200. members.  The  church  at  Hoagland  was  organized 
in  1888. 

BAPTISTS 

Baptist  churches  were  organized  throughout  the  county  as 
follows:  Eel  River  township,  1835,  at  residence  of  Joshua  Goh- 
eene,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  G-ildersleeve , Church  built  in  1850.  New 
Church  1878. 

UNITED  BRETHREN 

The  first  United  Brethren  church  was  organized  in  1845,  in 
Monroe  township  forst  meetings  being  held  in  the  barn  of  William 
Clem.  Afterward  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  Methodist  church, 
and  in  1873  a church  was  built  at  East  Liberty.  Other  United 
Brethren  churches  were  organized  as  follows: 

Pleasant  township,  in  1854,  at  residence  of  John  Miller, 

Church  erected  in  1859,  and  dedicated  by  the  Rev.  P.  Landen.  In 
1868,  new  church  erected  at  Five  Corners. 

Cederville  in  1861,  at  Hamilton,  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Thomas. 
Church  built  at  Hamilton  was  afterwards  sold  to  the  Methodists, 
and  a new  structure  etected  at  Cedarville,  which  was  dedicated 
in  1877. 
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Prairie  ^rove  chapel,  organized  in  1838,  is  the  outgrowth  of 
an  older  organization,  which  worshiped  there  many  years  ago,  and 
of  which  accurate  records  are  not  available. 

Nine  Mile  church,  in  Madison  township,  after  several  years 
existence,  disorganized  in  1875. 

Williamsport  organized  1868,  with  four  members.  Church  was 
built  in  1874,  and  dedicated  same  year,  but  Rev.  Luttrell  officatin 

PRESBYTERIAN 

A Presbyterian  church  was  organized  near  ^oagland  in  1859, 
with  fifteen  members.  In  1869  a church  building  was  erected,  but 
the  society  was  afterwards  dissolved.  Previous  to  this  organiza- 
tion, the  Rev.  Rankin,  of  Port  Wayne,  had  in  1836,  held  services 
on  the  site  of  Kuntertown,  and  the  Rev.  Chute  had  preached  to  the 
settlers  of  Washington  township,  but  not  churches  were  established. 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

A society  of  the  Christian  church  was  organized  in  Lafayette 
township,  with  eleven  members,  in  1865.  The  Rev.  E.  W.  Hammond 
was  the  pastor,  In  1872  the  neat  church  near  Beech  school  house 
was  erected.  The  next  church  of  that  denomination  erected  was  at 
Monroeville,  in  1867.  Meetings  were  held  at  Pool's  hall  until 
1877,  when  the  brick  church  was  built. 

UNI VERBALIST. 

The  first  Universalist  church  society  was  organized  in  1850, 
with  seventeen  members  and  the  following  year  the  house  of  wor- 
ship, on  the  site  of  Huntertown  was  erected.  In  1855  the  P-ev. 

Mr.  Chaplin  became  the  first  minister. 
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